BLM    LIBRARY 


.»-»    ^/rn-^m 


A  Cultxiral  Resource  Inventory 

of  the 
Fortymile  River 


i 


By:  Wendell  Bell  and  Michael  Sullivan 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  —  Tok,  Alaska 


912 
F6 

B44 


Resources  Development  Internship  Program 
Western  Interstate  Commission  for  Higher  Education 


This  report  has  been  catalogued  by  the  WICHE  Library  as  follows 

Bell,  Wendell 

A  cultural  resource  inventory  of  the 
Fortymile  River  /  Wendell  Bell,  Michael 
Sullivan. --Boulder,  CO  :  Western  Interstate 
Commission  for  Higher  Education,  1976. 

161p. 

1.  Alaska  -  Historic  houses,  etc. 
2.  Fortymile  Resource  Area.  I.  Sullivan, 
Michael.  II.  Alaska.  Bureau  of  Land 
Management.  III.  Western  Interstate  Commission 
for  Higher  Education.  Resources  Development 
Internship  Program.  IV.  Title. 


The  ideas  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  report  are  those  of  the  author, 
They  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  WICHE  Commissioners  or 
WICHE  staff. 

The  Resources  Development  Internship  Program  has  been  financed  during 
1975  by  grants  from  the  Economic  Development  Administration,  the  Jessie 
Smith  Noyes  Foundation,  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  the 
Wyoming  Office  of  Manpower  Planning;  and  by  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  community  agencies  throughout  the  West. 

WICHE  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


A  CULTURAL  RESOURCE  INVENTORY 
OF  THE  FORTYMILE  RIVER 


Prepared  for 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Fortymile  Resource  Area 

Tok,  Alaska  99780 


F 
.PL 


BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  LIBRARY 


Denver,  Colorado 


88660484 


by 

Wendell   Bell 
and 
Michael    Sullivan 

September  1976 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Library 

Bldg  50  Denver  Federal  Center 

Denver,  CO  80225 


Abstract 


The  Fortymile  River  in  east-central  Alaska  was  the  setting  for  the 
first  gold  rush  in  interior  Alaska  and  extensive  mining  was  done  in 
the  area  from  the  late  1 880 ' s  until  World  War  II.  The  river  basin 
with  its  abandoned  cabins  and  relics  from  the  many  small  and  large 
placer  mining  operations  is  now  within  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area 
of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  375  river  miles  and  320,000  acres 
of  adjacent  land  have  been  proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  National 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  system.  This  study  is  an  inventory  of  the 
cabins  and  other  historic  resources  found  along  107  river  miles  and 
some  68,480  acres  of  adjacent  land.  Evaluations  of  the  59  historic 
sites  located  will  be  used  by  the  BLM  in  developing  management  plans 
for  the  river  area. 
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Field  work  began  June  22,  1976  when  the  authors  began  a  reconnaissance 
float  trip  on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  River  from  the  access 
point  at  Mile  Post  75  of  the  Taylor  Highway.  The  authors  inventoried 
the  river  corridor  from  this  point  to  the  bridge  crossing  at  Mile  Post 
112  of  the  Taylor  Highway.  Some  thirty  sites  including  the  structures 
at  the  historic  Franklin  community,  Napolean  mining  camp,  and  Long 
Bar  cabins  were  visited  during  the  seven  day  raft  trip.  Inventory 
forms  for  each  site  are  included  in  section  IV. 

The  second  field  trip  began  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  North  Fork. 
The  remoteness  of  the  area  and  lack  of  road  access  required  the  use 
of  a  helicopter  to  transport  the  researchers  and  a  canoe  to  the 
selected  put-in  point.  This  sixty-mile  float  trip  took  from  July  7 
to  July  15  terminating  again  at  Mile  Post  112  of  the  Taylor  Highway. 
The  North  Fork  has  been  proposed  for  designation  as  a  Wild  River  and 
is  characterized  by  a  relatively  small  number  of  cabins  and  other 
signs  of  man's  presence.  But  these  sites  are  associated  with  some 
of  the  more  historically  important  elements  of  the  Fortymile  country. 
The  Kink,  for  instance,  is  the  site  of  an  engineering  feat  that 
shortened  the  river's  course  some  two  and  three-quarters  miles  by 
blasting  a  new  channel  through  a  mountain.  Two  of  the  structures 
along  the  river  were  important  links  in  the  Washington-Alaska  Military 
Cable  and  Telegraph  System,  remnants  of  which  are  still  visible  in 
the  area.  The  cabin  of  the  Bytell  brothers,  which  features  perhaps 
the  most  talented  rustic  craftsmanship  in  the  Fortymile  country, 
is  also  located  on  the  North  Fork.  The  researchers  found  that  the 
artifacts  of  the  North  Fork  area  were  still  in  generally  good  condition 
due  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  area  which  has  been  virtually 
abandoned  for  twenty-five  years.  Observations  of  two  particular 
sets  of  rapids,  one  of  them  unnavigable,  helped  to  explain  why  this 
area  has  not  been  frequented  as  much  as  other  stretches  of  the  Forty- 
mile. 

Part  of  the  interim  period  between  the  second  and  third  field  trips 
was  devoted  to  historical  research  at  the  University  of  Alaska  in 
Fairbanks.  While  in  Fairbanks,  the  researchers  met  with  the  BLM's 
Fairbanks  District  Manager  and  Assistant  District  Manager  to  discuss 
this  project  and  some  of  the  alternatives  under  consideration  for 
managing  the  historical  resources  of  the  Fortymile  Area.  One  alternative, 
the  collection  of  some  of  the  more  important  and  fragile  artifacts 
for  preservation  and  future  interpretive  purposes,  was  implemented 
in  part  on  August  16.  The  authors  compiled  a  list  of  high  priority 
items  from  the  inventory  forms,  and  collection  was  accomplished 
with  the  use  of  a  helicopter  and  the  assistance  of  fire  control 
personnel  from  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area.  The  ultimate  disposition 
of  these  artifacts  has  yet  to  be  determined.  Further  comments  on 
this  issue  appear  in  the  recommendations  section  of  this  report. 
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Introduction  and  Methodology 


In  order  for  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to  develop  a  management 
plan  for  the  cultural  resources  of  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area  in 
east-central  Alaska  (Figure  1),  a  cultural  resource  inventory  is 
necessary.  This  report  contributes  an  exhaustive  inventory  of  his- 
torical sites  along  selected  areas  of  the  Fortymile  River  (Figure  2). 
Verbal  and  photographic  documentation  of  each  site  includes  evalu- 
ations of  its  potential  use  by  the  BLM  and  the  visiting  public  in 
light  of  the  Fortymile  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Proposal  as  well  as 
Executive  Order  11593  which  requires  protection  of  the  cultural 
environment  of  all  federally  owned  lands. 

Most  of  the  historical  sites  located  in  this  study  are  log  cabins 
built  early  in  this  century  by  gold  miners  and  fur  trappers  who  came 
to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  Fortymile  country.  Many  of  these 
structures  had  been  previously  located  through  aerial  observations 
of  BLM  personnel,  and  several  had  been  visited  prior  to  this  study. 
However,  the  files  contained  little  more  than  locational  information 
except  for  the  files  on  several  of  the  more  historically  important 
sites.  One  objective  of  this  study  was  to  update  existing  files 
with  architectural  and  historical  data  and  to  open  new  files  as 
necessary. 

The  project  area  includes  the  portion  of  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Fortymile  River  from  a  point  approximately  2  miles  north  of  its 
junction  with  Comet  Creek,  the  South  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  from  the 
bridge  at  Mile  Post  75  of  the  Taylor  Highway,  and  the  Fortymile 
River  proper   from  the  confluence  of  the  North  Fork  and  South  Fork  to 
the  point  where  the  river  crosses  the  Alaska-Canada  boundary. 
Adjacent  lands  to  an  average  of  one-half  mile  on  either  side  of  the 
river  were  inventoried.  Thus,  the  study  area  includes  a  total  of 
107  river  miles  and  some  68,480  acres  of  the  375  river  miles  and 
320,000  acres  included  in  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Proposal. 

The  first  of  the  twelve  weeks  allotted  for  the  study  was  devoted  to 
orientation  to  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area.  Implications  of  the 
Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act  of  1973  and  the  Fortymile  Wild 
and  Scenic  River  Proposal  to  the  historical  resources  of  the  area  were 
discussed  in  meetings  with  the  outdoor  recreation  planner  for  the 
resource  area.  The  BLM  State  Archaeologist  and  Fairbanks  District 
Archaeologist  also  participated  in  meetings  at  the  Fortymile  Area 
Office  to  discuss  this  project  and  two  other  simultaneous  projects 
designed  to  contribute  to  the  cultural  resource  data  bank.  The 
researchers  also  toured  portions  of  the  19,000,000  acre  resource 
area  by  airplane  in  order  to  gain  some  familiarity  with  the  geography 
and  terrain  of  the  area. 
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The  land  ownership  status  of  most  of  the  sites  in  this  inventory  is 
defined  by  section  17  (d)  (2)  of  the  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement 
Act  of  1973  as  National  Interest  Lands.  These  include  lands  which 
have  been  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  public 
land  laws  for  possible  inclusion  in  the  four  national  conservation 
systems:  National  Park,  National  Forest,  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
and  National  Wild  and  Scenic  River.  The  Fortymile  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  Proposal  is  currently  under  consideration  by  Congress.  How- 
ever, there  are  many  valid  mining  claims,  mineral  patents,  and  home- 
sites  within  the  river  corridor,  and  the  authors  have  attempted  to 
determine  the  existence  of  claims  to  the  properties  inventoried. 
Oversights  surely  exist,  as  many  claims  are  still  being  processed. 

Historical  information  on  the  Fortymile  area  was  obtained  through 
a  review  of  the  BLM  files,  library  research  at  the  University  of 
Alaska,  and  interviews  with  area  residents.  Mr.  Terry  Haynes 
generously  contributed  information  from  taped  interviews  with  area 
residents  conducted  during  the  summer  of  1976  as  part  of  the  Fortymile 
oral  history  project. 
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The  third  field  session  began  July  26  at  the  point  where  the  previous 
trips  ended.  Project  related  reconnaissance  ended  at  the  United 
States-Canada  boundary,  but  the  authors  floated  the  remaining  twenty 
miles  to  abandoned  town  of  Fortymile,  located  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Fortymile  and  Yukon  Rivers.  After  a  walking  tour  of  Fortymile, 
the  researchers  floated  down  the  Yukon  to  Eagle,  Alaska,  the  northern 
terminus  of  the  Taylor  Highway,  arriving  on  August  3. 

The  procedure  followed  for  investigating  historic  sites  was  the  same 
at  each  location.  The  general  condition  of  any  structures  was  first 
noted  followed  by  an  inspection  of  the  types  of  building  materials 
used  for  walls,  floors,  roofs,  doors,  and  windows.  Methods  of 
corner  notching,  chinking,  and  insulating  were  noted  as  well  as  the 
types  of  door  latches  and  other  imaginative  elements  of  construction. 
Measurements  of  walls,  doors,  and  windows  were  made  during  the 
inspection.  The  researchers  compiled  lists  of  artifacts  found  inside 
structures  and  inspected  the  surrounding  area  for  tools,  machinery, 
traps,  trash,  and  any  items  that  might  reveal  something  about  the 
history  of  the  site.  Contemporary  belongings  of  present-day  inhabi- 
tants were  not  included. 

Photographic  documentation  consists  of  both  black-and-white  and  color 
prints.  Photographs  of  the  front,  rear,  and  sides  of  each  structure 
were  made  whenever  possible,  as  well  as  close-ups  of  the  notching, 
hardware,  and  unique  construction  elements.  Photos  of  individual 
artifacts  were  limited  to  those  of  special  interest,  but  the  investi- 
gators attempted  to  include  as  many  items  as  possible  in  photos  of 
the  overall  setting.  Artifacts  and  structures  are  often  more  easily 
distinguishable  in  the  color  prints  than  in  the  black-and-white  due 
to  dense  vegetation  which  surrounds  and  obscures  many  of  the  sites. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  cabins  with  grasses  and  small  trees 
growing  on  the  sod  roofs.  All  negatives  and  a  complete  set  of  the 
photographs  are  on  file  at  the  BLM  Fortymile  Area  Office,  and  a  select 
number  of  black-and-white  photographs  appear  in  this  report. 

Most  of  the  historic  sites  in  this  study  consists  of  one  log  cabin 
and  its  related  outbuildings.  In  some  cases,  the  authors  included 
more  than  one  cabin  per  site  when  those  structures  were  associated 
with  the  same  operation.  However,  individual  structures  in  mining 
camps  or  other  communities  generally  received  separate  treatment. 

The  inventory  forms  are  arranged  and  numbered  according  to  the 
position  of  the  sites  along  the  river.  There  is  a  separate  numbering 
system  for  each  fork  of  the  Fortymile  River  beginning  at  the  upper- 
most point  visited  by  the  authors.  Thus,  inventory  form  numbers 
are  prefixed  by  M,  S,  and  F,  designating  respective  locations  along 
the  North  Fork,  South  Fork,  or  main  stream  of  the  Fortymile  River. 
Forms  for  the  three  structures  along  the  Middle  Fork,  not  actually 
visited  by  the  authors,  were  completed  using  data  available  in  the 
BLM  files.  These  form  numbers  begin  with  the  letter  M. 
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beginning  to  happen  fast  and  late  the  next  year  in  September,  on  a 
tip  from  Arthur  Harper,  Howard  Franklin,  and  Henry  Madison  found  coarse 
gold  on  the  Fortymile,  (8),  about  23  miles  from  the  mouth  just  on  the 
American  side  of  the  yet  to  be  surveyed  Canada-Alaska  border.  It  was 
a  remarkably  rich  strike  that  dwarfed  the  Stewart  River  find  and  was 
easily  the  most  accessible  coarse  placer  gold  in  the  Yukon  area,  being 
no  more  than  a  few  feet  down  at  the  deepest.  In  no  time  the  word  was 
out  and  the  entire  Yukon  population  was  working  the  river  forty  miles 
below  Ft.  Reliance  and  of  course  Arthur  Harper  was  there,  having  moved 
the  Stewart  post  to  the  river's  southern  bank  on  the  Yukon.  As  if  a 
prototype  for  Dawson  City,  Fortymile  began  its  climb  to  the  days  as 
the  largest  community  on  the  Yukon  and  with  these  days  came  the  first 
wave  of  cabins  along  the  Fortymile  River  and  its  tributaries.  The  gold 
on  the  Fortymile  is  not  isolated  to  a  single  location,  and  miners  were 
soon  widely  dispersed  up  both  its  major  forks  and  with  their  claims 
came  their  cabins. 

Fortymile 

Fortymile  was  the  first.  Circle  City,  Dawson,  Nome,  and  others  would 
follow,  but  all  the  stampeders  of  the  Alaska  rush  would  listen  with 
respect  to  the  sourdoughs  who  had  seen  the  first  real  rush  to  the 
Fortymile  River  and  the  cabin  town  at  its  mouth.  Appropriately  estab- 
lished by  Arthur  Harper,  supplied  by  Jack  McQuesten  and  populated  by 
the  search  for  gold,  it  saw  the  rush  from  infancy  to  the  brink  of 
history,  and  although  obscured  by  the  shadow  of  Dawson  and  Nome,  it 
represents  the  heart  of  the  sourdough  legend.  By  the  time  Jack  McQuesten 
returned  from  San  Francisco  in  the  summer  of  1887,  Fortymile  was 
ascending  to  the  status  of  the  first  substantial  town  in  the  Yukon 
area  with  such  civilized  touches  as  a  small  library,  musical  perfor- 
mances, plum  pudding  and  even  oysters.  (9)  The  local  population  of 
about  250  counted  most  of  its  number  at  Fortymile  and  cabins  were  going 
up  all  around  the  trading  post.  That  year's  gold  production  from  the 
river  reached  $100,000,  mostly  from  the  rich  strikes  at  Chicken  and 
Franklin.  Probably  Franklin  was  the  first  site  of  a  cabin  community 
on  the  Fortymile  in  American  territory.  About  this  time  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  set  up  another  post  and  several  saloons  opened  that 
summer  of  1887.  William  Ogilvie  and  his  survey  party  passed  through 
in  September  and  then  set  up  winter  camp  about  35  miles  downstream  at 
what  later  was  Boundary  on  the  Yukon.  (10)  Late  that  September,  Al 
Mayo  and  a  group  of  prospectors  tried  to  make  the  Stewart  River,  some 
130  miles  upstream,  but  the  little  seventy-foot  New  Racket  was  in  such 
bad  shape  that  the  attempt  was  abandoned.  With  the  supply  base  now  at 
Fortymile,  prospecting  settled  around  the  river  and  gold  production 
remained  steady  at  near  $100,000  through  the  1888  season.  (11) 

With  the  arrival  of  McQuesten's  little  steamer  in  1889  came  word  that 
the  A&CC  steamer  had  run  aground  and  the  threat  of  hunger  for  those  who 
wintered  at  Fortymile  became  very   real.  A  few  grueling  poled  to 
Chilkoot  and  out,  but  many  piled  onto  the  New  Racket  and  decided  to 
race  the  weather  for  Saint  Michael.  They  lost  and  were  forced  to  hike 
the  last  190  miles  taking  one  week,  though  they  all  made  it.  (12) 
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Brief  History  of  Settlement  on  Fortymile  River 

The  origins  of  cabin  construction  within  the  drainage  system  of  the 
Fortymile  River,  as  throughout  Alaska  are  uniquely  influenced  by 
European  techniques  coming  from  both  East  and  '.'est.  Early  Russian 
Promyshlenni ki  (frontiersmen)  were  building  Siberian  log  cabins  along 
the  Aleutian  fur  grounds  from  1745;  and  with  the  development  of  the 
Russian  America  Company  after  1799,  settlements  like  Kenai  and  "lew 
Archangel  saw  fine  examples  of  what  became  traditional  Russian  log 
architecture  in  their  Orthodox  churches  -  Baranov's  castles  and  the 
Cathedral  of  Saint  Michael,  a  replica  of  which  stands  today  at  Sitka.  (1) 

But  the  carefully  hewn  and  cornered  style  of  the  east  was  not  to  meet 
the  hastily  built  log  cabin  of  the  west  in  the  interior  of  Alaska  till 
the  Dawson  Rush  Days.  And  until  that  time,  cabins  built  in  the  Yukon 
area  which  includes  the  Fortymile,  were  of  the  basic  saddle  notch 
unstripped  log  type  which  could  be  built  with  the  minimum  of  tools. 

In  regard  to  early  settlement  on  the  Yukon  and  particularly  the  Forty- 
mile,  two  men  represent  best  its  beginnings.  The  first  would  be  Arthur 
Harper,  an  adventurous  Ulsterman  who  had  come  from  the  California  and 
Caribou  gold  fields  via  the  1500  mile  liard,  MacKenzie  Peel  and  Porcupine 
Rivers,  arriving  on  the  Yukon  July  15,  1873  with  Frederick  Hart,  George 
Finch  and  Andrew  Kansellar.  (2)  And  about  a  month  later  in  August  of 
1873  a  barrel  chested  ex-indian  fighter  named  Napoleon  Leroy  "Jack" 
McQuesten  reached  Fort  Yukon  by  roughly  the  same  established  Hudson 
Bay  route  in  the  company  of  Alfred  Mayo  and  George  Micholson.  (3)  Two 
more  perfectly  suited  men  to  welcome  the  waves  of  prospectors  to  come 
would  have  been  difficult  to  find.  They  complemented  each  other  in 
almost  every   way  and  by  1875  were  partners  with  Al  Mayo  in  the  newly 
built  Fort  Reliance  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.  (4)  While  Jack 
McQuesten  was  developing  into  a  legend  for  his  honesty  and  just  dealings 
as  a  trader,  Arthur  Harper  combed  the  rivers  of  the  region  in  search 
of  gold.  He  was  the  first  to  find  gold  on  bars  of  the  Stewart,  Sixtymile 
and  Tanana  Rivers  and  first  found  coarse  gold  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Fortymile  during  his  first  year  on  the  Yukon  in  1874.  (5)  A  newly 
arrived  gold  seeker  could  then  come  into  Fort  Reliance  empty  handed  and 
leave  with  a  grubstake  compliments  of  McQuesten  and  a  direction  and  map 
courtesy  of  Harper,  all  on  just  his  word.  More  than  one  man  found  his 
fortune  through  these  two,  yet  both  died  poor  men. 

With  the  opening  of  Chi  1 koot  Pass  by  the  McClellan  party  in  1380, 
prospectors  could  now  reach  the  Yukon  valley,  prospect  through  the  summer 
and  still  get  back  to  the  coast  before  winter  set  in.  (6)  Times  were 
indeed  changinn  as  men  like  Joseph  Ladue  and  Howard  Franklin  first  set 
eyes  on  the  Yukon  country  and  wintered  at  Ft.  Reliance  in  1882-83.  The 
summer  of  1885  found  a  group  of  prospectors  hitting  a  fairly  rich 
strike  on  the  Stewart  River  and  Jack  McQuesten,  in  resDonse  to  the 
expected  rush,  headed  for  San  Francisco  and  supplies  while  Harper  was 
busy  setting  up  a  post  on  the  Stewart's  mouth.  (7)  But  events  were 


In  1898  the  Canadian  officials  and  mounties  moved  to  Dawson.  That 
winter  Fortymile  was  virtually  deserted,  its  rise  and  fall  were  nearly 
complete.  But  along  the  river,  the  cycle  was  just  beginning  on  creeks 
like  Franklin,  Nugget,  Napoleon,  and  Glacier.  As  the  pandemonium  of 
the  stampedes  began  to  wane,  the  population  of  the  river  returned  and 
leveled  off  at  what  gold  production  would  support.  By  1903,  gold 
production  totaled  $225,000  for  the  264  miners  at  Wade  Creek,  Walker 
Fork,  Franklin  Gulch,  Canyon,  and  other  tributaries,  and  the  transient 
nature  of  the  river  people  began  to  change.  (19)  A  certain  permanence 
was  developing  which  meant  sounder  cabins  and  winter  trapping  on  the 
small  one  or  two  man  scale.  It  also  meant  heavy  equipment  and  dredges 
on  a  new  large  scale  that  the  river  had  not  yet  seen.  In  1904  an 
English  backed  company  blasted  away  a  100  foot  rock  ridge  which 
drained  a  2-3/4  mile  section  of  the  North  Fork,  in  hopes  of  setting  up 
a  dredge  some  twenty  miles  up  from  the  North  Fork  and  South  Fork 
confluence.  Although  the  scheme  didn't  prove  out  as  planned,  a  dredge 
was  set  up  in  1907  and  by  1910  five  dredges  were  working  the  Fortymile 
drainage.  As  hydraulic  mining  techniques  improved  production  for  the 
larger  operations,  the  smaller  operations  began  to  develop  into  the 
seasonal  sniping  and  trapping  existence  typical  of  the  individuals  who 
lived  on  the  Fortymile.  The  sturdy  year-round  cabins  built  by  small 
claim  miner/trappers  between  1900  and  1940  make  up  the  majority  of  the 
standing  sites  along  the  river  today.  In  order  to  run  a  trapline, 
smaller  less  permanent  cabins  were  also  built  at  intervals  equal  to 
about  a  day's  travel.  But  yery   few  of  these  are  on  the  river.  Trap- 
ping could  be  a  yery   profitable  side-line  to  mining  with  a  rare  black 
or  silver  fox  bringing  around  $1000  and  gold  not  going  over  $16.00  an 
ounce  until  depression  days.  Wolves,  lynx,  marten,  and  weasel  made  up 
the  bulk  of  the  catch  and  brought  about  $25  each  although  weasel  only 
meant  an  extra  dollar  or  so. 

With  the  development  and  spread  of  freight  lines  into  the  river  from 
Eagle,  Dawson,  and  Fortymile  came  the  construction  of  roadhouses.  The 
Alaskan  roadhouse  could  hardly  be  called  a  business  establishment  as 
Basil  Austin's  diary  recalls. 

We  lined  (spring,  1899)  down  Craig-a-horn  riffle  -  a  bad 
one  below  Moose  Creek  -  and  had  dinner  below  Sam  Patch. 
Sam  Patch  was  an  old  49er  in  California  and  had  built  a 
cabin  which  he  ran  a  roadhouse  on  the  boundary  line  between 
Alaska  and  Canada.  There  were  numerous  old  cabins  along 
the  river,  a  few  being  run  as  roadhouses  charging  $1.00 
per  night  for  the  use  of  bunk,  stove,  and  water.  (20) 

The  early  1900's  on  the  Fortymile  also  saw  the  Washington-Alaska 
Military  Cable  and  Telegraph  System  cross  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
North  Fork.  The  relay  stations,  once  abandoned  in  1910,  supplied 
corrugated  tin  for  cabins  throughout  the  river  system.  With  the 
tin  roofs  came  a  major  improvement  over  the  somewhat  structurally 
weak  sod  and  pole  roofs.  In  fact,  cabins  utilizing  WAMCATS  tin  are 
for  the  most  part  standing  today. 
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The  winter  of  1889-1390  was  lean  at  Fortymile  but  the  beans,  flour, 
liquor,  and  firewood  held  out  and  in  the  summer  of  1890  the  newly 
built  one  hundred  forty  foot  steamer  Arctic  began  regular  service 
for  the  A&CC  between  Fortymile  and  St.  Michael.  (13)  The  days  of 
shortages  were  over  and,  with  the  return  of  the  miners,  Fortymile 
grew  to  200  cabins  with  about  500  men  working  the  river  system  for  the 
next  three  years . 

1893  was  a  very   important  year   in  the  development  of  the  Yukon  gold 
fields.  New  posts  were  established  by  Arthur  Harper  and  a  new  partner, 
Joseph  Ladue,  at  the  old  site  of  Ft.  Selkirk  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sixtymile  River.  But  the  big  move  was  to  Birch  Creek  where  two  Creoles 
named  Syrosca  and  Pitka  found  rich  new  ground.  Jack  McQuesten  chose 
to  move  his  base  of  operation  to  his  newly  laid  out  town  of  Circle 
City,  and  thus  entered  what  probably  were  his  most  rewarding  days  as 
the  most  respected  citizen  of  "the  largest  log  cabin  city  in  the  world", 
boasting  a  population  of  1200  at  its  peak.  But  Fortymile  was  not 
abandoned  by  any  means.  On  the  contrary,  1893  saw  J.J.  Healy,  who  ran 
the  trading  post  at  Dyea,  arrive  on  the  steamer  Porteons  3  Heare, 
and  build  a  well  stocked  trading  post  across  the  Fortymile  called 
Fort  Cudahy  after  his  backer,  of  meat-packing  fame.  (15)  Healy  never 
enjoyed  the  popularity  that  McQuesten  had  known,  though  his  North 
America  Company  did  contribute  to  the  growth  of  Fortymile  and  at  last 
broke  the  A^CC  monopoly  on  the  Yukon.  1893  also  saw  a  recently  built 
brewery  open  to  supply  the  five  saloons.  A  dance  hall  was  built  as 
were  a  restaurant  and  many  "proper"  new  cabins.  And  one  day  that 
summer,  the  soon-to-be  Dawson  millionaire  Pete  McDonald  floated  a  raft 
in  with  the  first  team  of  horses,  much  to  the  horror  of  the  natives 
who  had  never  seen  such  large  domestic  animals.  (16)  So,  for  the  next 
two  years  Fortymile  and  Circle  City  just  about  split  the  Yukon  population 
of  about  1500,  with  gold  production  goinn  over  $400,000  on  the  Fortymile 
in  1894. 

In  1895,  with  the  boundary  placing  Fortymile  well  inside  Canada,  a 
North  West  Mounted  Police  detachment  arrived  and  built  a  post  next  to 
Fort  Cudahy.  Healy  had  recently  lost  a  decision  in  the  miners'  court, 
and  it  was  most  likely  at  his  request  that  the  twenty  mounties  under 
Inspector  Charles  Constantine  established  a  post  and  Canadian  law  at 
Fortymile.  (17)  Soon  afterwards,  a  customs  office  and  mining  recorder's 
office  were  also  built.  (18)  Then  in  1896  came  Fortymile's  last  hurrah 
as  far  as  the  miners  on  the  river  were  concerned.  Georqe  Carmack  came 
to  the  claims  office  to  stake  Rabbit  Creek  on  the  Thron-duick  (Klondike) 
River  and  the  Klondike  rush  was  about  to  begin.  The  rush  that  would 
empty  Fortymile  and  Circle  City  would  also  sever  the  ties  between  the 
old  half-Canadian  half-American  Fortymile  and  the  newly  developed 
American  communities  at  the  various  finds  within  Alaska.  Supplies  would 
still  come  from  Dawson  as  would  prospectors.  But,  to  the  people  who 
worked  the  river,  it  was  Alaska,  and  United  States  law  was  their 
authority.  Fortymile  faded  while  the  stampeders  chased  their  gold. 
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Although  the  early  1900' s  saw  many  technological  improvements,  by  the 
first  world  war  the  basic  character  of  the  Fortymile  cabin  was  deeply 
entrenched  in  the  river  people's  culture.  Obviously  the  remoteness 
and  available  materials  dietated  to  a  large  degree  how  a  cabin  would 
be  constructed.  Cabins  built  even  as  late  as  1946  vary  little  from 
those  constructed  prior  to  the  Klondike  gold  rush,  yary   large  roadhouses 
like  those  at  Steele  Creek  and  Franklin  were  exceptions,  as  were  the 
WAMCATS  buildings.  Paul  Bytell  ,  for  instance,  who,  with  his  brother, 
built  in  1947  the  finest  standing  cabin  on  the  river  today,  mentions 
with  pride  how  they  whipsawed  all  the  board  lumber  used  in  putting  up 
their  cabin  at  Wilson  Creek.  (21) 

The  gold  and  the  fur  bearing  animals  of  the  Fortymile  River  have 
offered  basically  the  same  living  since  the  first  people  chose  to 
settle.  Post  offices  opened  and  closed  at  Franklin  and  Steele  Creek 
and  a  school  operated  at  Franklin  from  1927  until  1933.  (22) 

People  and  machinery  came  and  went,  as  did  depression  and  wars.  But 
the  cabins  didn't  change  much. 

For  many  who  came  and  left  this  river  there  must  be  only  recollections 
of  despair  and  futility,  and  for  the  most  part  their  mark  upon  the 
Fortymile  has  long  since  past.  But  along  her  banks,  and  up  the  many 
creeks  remain  the  aging  relics  of  those  who  cared  enough  to  call  the 
river  home.  They  are  the  cabins  and  in  part  the  history  of  the  Forty- 
mile. 
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(21)  Interview  conducted  by  authors  with  Paul  Bytell  ,  July  24,  1976 

at  Chicken,  Alaska. 

(22)  Bureau  of  Land  Management  files,  copies  of  Annual  Report  to 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Territory  of  Alaska,  1927-1933. 


■13- 


Once  the  cabin  is  "raised"  all  generalizations  must  cease  since  any- 
thing beyond  the  frame  was  up  to  the  inventions  of  the  builder,  which 
like  the  other  elements  used,  seem  to  have  been  abundant,  When  door 
and  window  framing  existed  it  was  whipsawed  from  stripped  spruce,  a 
floor  was  rare  since  precious  whipsawed  planks  were  more  valuable  as  a 
sluice.  In  most  cases  pounded  dirt  served.  The  cabins  rarely  had 
more  than  one  window  due  no  doubt  to  climate  and  because  either  canvas 
or  bottles  served  to  pass  light.  Neither  of  which  were  much  good  at 
keeping  out  the  cold.  Later,  cabins  used  pane  glass  but  even  as  late 
as  1930's  it  was  a  real  luxury.  Doors  varied  from  half  hewn  logs  to 
whipsawed  planks,  and  were  sometimes  double  with  one  door  opening  in 
and  the  other  out.  Hinges  were  bacon  rine  or  animal  hides  for  the 
first  cabins  but  hardware  hinges  came  ^ery   early.  McQuesten  stocked 
them  at  his  Fortymile  post  in  the  1890' s.  The  one  essential  item  that 
had  to  be  carried  in  was  a  stove  and  for  weight  purposes  most  were 
"Yukon"  type,  either  box  shaped  or  oval.  But  with  time  there  was  an 
endless  variety  from  cut  up  55  gallon  drums  to  full  size  cook  stoves 
with  warming  oven  and  all.  The  Yukon  stove  was  neither  efficient  or 
safe,  its  virtue  was  in  its  weight.  Made  from  sheet  metal  hardly 
heavier  than  can  tin,  the  square  18"  x  18"  x  3*  type  with  stovepipe 
inside  would  add  only  fifteen  pounds  or  so  to  a  load  of  provisions. 
Once  installed  in  a  small  cabin  the  stove  would  be  kept  almost  red  hot 
in  winter  and  even  then  not  heat  the  entire  cabin.  Log  walls  will 
absorb  heat  to  some  degree,  releasing  it  again  into  the  cabin  when 
the  heat  source  dwindles,  so,  as  long  as  the  cabin  was  not  too  large, 
the  structure  itself  would  help  heat  the  interior.  Matches,  dry  kind- 
ling and  fire  wood  were  ever  present  and  to  leave  a  cabin  without  them, 
even  your  own,  was  a  very  serious  matter,  perhaps  meaning  life  and 
death  to  someone  needing  immediate  shelter  and  warmth.  For  this  reason, 
too,  there  were  no  locks  on  any  doors  and,  in  fact,  it  was  considered 
an  insult  to  so  much  as  bolt  a  door  even  late  into  the  1940's.  A 
simple  latch  opened  by  cord  or  cam  knob  from  the  outside  usually  served, 
although  often  the  latch  was  just  lifted  by  a  knife  blade. 

The  interior  of  some  cabins  would  be  hewn  and  it  was  common  to  nail 
the  bottom  of  a  wooden  box  to  the  wall  for  use  as  a  shelf.  In  addition, 
pegs  would  be  put  into  the  logs  for  clothes  hooks,  often  near  the  stove 
where  wet  gear  might  dry  quickly.  It  was  rare  for  a  cabin  to  have  more 
than  two  bunks,  usually  plank  frame  with  mattresses  of  burlap  or  flour 
sack  and  stuffed  with  pine  cone  seeds,  grass  or  hay  if  available.  Just 
about  any  wall  covering,  even  newspaper,  improved  the  cabin  insulation 
and  later  cabins  often  were  lined  with  cardboard  or  heavy  paper.  And, 
of  course,  each  cabin  had  its  owners'  pin-ups,  rifle  racks,  calendars, 
photographs,  claim  notices  and  newscl ippings  to  decorate  the  dark  solid 
wal Is. 

Once  a  cabin  had  been  built,  the  necessary  out  buildings  were  put  up. 
Besides  the  obvious  outhouse,  dog  houses  and  a  cache  were  sometimes 
constructed.  Although  some  cabins  had  floor  caches  inside,  beneath  a 
trap  door,  most  builders  put  up  the  elevated  cache  which  has  come  to 
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The  Early  Fortym'le  Cabin 

To  really  appreciate  the  early  Fortymile  cabins,  one  must  first  under- 
stand the  delicate  priorities  suspended  between  survival  and  gold-seeking 
A  cabin  must  be  tight  enough  to  provide  shelter  while  not  demanding 
valuable  time  away  from  mining.  Survival  to  be  sure  must  be  provided 
for.  But  gold  mining  was  a  gamble  to  beqin  with,  and  in  spite  of  the 
risks  already  taken  in  getting  there,  the  possibility  of  better  ground 
always  existed.  So  the  miners'  cabins  of  the  Fortymile  share  a  common 
characteristic  style  of  pragmatic  simplicity  while  still  demonstrating 
the  inherent  individuality  of  hand  built  wilderness  dwellings. 

Most  cabins  were  built  with  the  claim  in  mind,  and  were  usually  con- 
structed at  a  site  accessible  from  the  river.  Besides  being  a  short 
haul  ■f'rom  a  boat  launch,  in  many  cases  logs  of  the  proper  size  had  to 
be  floated  to  the  site,  so  that  a  level  area  on  a  bench  above  high  water 
line  was,  in  most  cases,  chosen.  On  the  Fortymile,  almost  all  creeks 
of  any  size  had  a  cabin  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth,  at  one 
time  or  another.  The  earliest  cabins  were  built  with  an  ax  and  a  whip- 
saw,  with  an  auger  and  handsaw  sometimes  employed  although  their  weight 
was  prohibitive.  Spruce  was  by  far  the  most  common  log  used,  typically 
between  7  inch  and  10  inch  in  diameter.  Without  laying  any  foundations 
the  two  sill  logs  were  either  set  down  to  the  permafrost  or  simply 
set  on  the  ground  and  the  structures  went  up  from  there.  Most  cabins 
were  rectangles,  never  much  larger  than  12'  x  15',  frequently  top 
saddle-notched  which  allowed  the  builder  to  notch  the  logs  in  place 
on  the  wall,  so  as  to  eyeball  the  depth  of  the  notch  according  to  the 
taper  of  the  next  log.  Unfortunately,  a  top  notch  collects  water  where 
a  bottom  notch  drains  it,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the  older  cabins 
were  lost  to  dry  rot  ahead  of  their  time.  Chinking  was  always  moss, 
sometimes  mortar,  mud,  or  poles  were  added  as  well,  but  the  character- 
istic moss  chinking  was  never  left  out.  A  yery   thick  layer  of  moss, 
put  down  prior  to  the  layino  of  each  log,  would  freeze  solid  and 
tightly  seal  the  wall  in  winter. 

Once  the  walls  were  high  enough,  approximately  tan  logs,  the  two  last 
cross  logs  are  laid  on  two  or  three  feet  longer  to  serve  as  eave  beams. 
With  the  addition  of  the  final  two  long  logs  the  upright  of  the  buildinn 
is  complete.  Once  the  ribs  and  successively  narrow  trappings  are 
fitted,  a  pole  inner  roof  is  cut  and  added.  On  the  earliest  cabins, 
sod  is  simply  heaped  directly  over  a  moss  layer  and  the  poles.  Later 
canvas,  tin  or  tarpaper  might  be  used,  but  even  then  a  thick  layer  of 
earth  was  customarily  added.  Dirt  was  also  built  up  to  just  below 
window  sill  heighth  for  insulation  with  some  cabins  being  dug  out 
inside  for  the  same  purpose.  The  total  time  needed  for  two  men  to 
build  a  cabin  would  seldom  be  more  than  three  weeks  and,  depending  on 
supply  of  spruce  and  skill  or  experience,  would  sometimes  take  less 
than  a  week. 
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symbolize  Alaskan  bush  dwellings.  A  small  building  on  legs  had  been 
used  frequently  for  food  storage  wherever  animals  made  it  necessary, 
but  in  Alaska  due  to  the  size  and  strength  of  the  bears,  the  cache  was 
built  yery   high,  often  over  twelve  feet  and  on  six  inch  to  twelve  inch 
diameter  logs  so  it  is  quite  a  formidable  and  unique  structure.  It  is 
not  uncommon  fo  find  an  older  cabin  in  ruins  with  its  cache  still  stand- 
ina  and  sturdy.  Another  means  of  storing  food,  particularly  meat  and 
items  best  kept  cold,  was  to  cut  a  hole  either  into  a  bank  or  down 
through  the  tundra  and  simply  store  the  food  in  the  permafrost.  In 
addition,  a  cabin  area  might  have  equipment  sheds  or  even  a  smaller 
cabin  close  by  for  sleds,  boats,  tools  or  machinery.  (See  photos) 

Today,  when  one  visits  one  of  these  old  cabins,  he  is  immediately 
struck  with  how  remarkably  well  preserved  they  are.  This  is  due  to 
the  dry  cold  climate  of  the  Alaskan  interior  and,  of  course,  the  basic 
sound  character  of  log  buildings.  Time  has  been  very   kind  to  the 
cabins  along  the  Fortymile,  leaving  them  with  much  of  their  character 
intact.  But  the  imposing  threat  of  souvenir  seekers  caused  by  rivers 
new  found  accessibility  looms  yery   big  in  the  cabins  future.  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  authors  that  the  precious  character  of  these  cabins  be 
recognized  and  preserved.  It  would  be  a  genuine  tragedy  for  a  cabin 
to  withstand  80  years  of  the  harsh  Alaskan  weather  only  to  be  scattered 
by  unappreciative  fire  wood  seekers  and  thoughtless  neglect. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cranberry  Jack's  cabin,  S-l 

Location  1-1/4  miles  downriver  from  South  Fork  canoe  landing  at 
Mile  Post  75  of  the  Taylor  Highway.  SW  1/4  Section,  Township  27N, 
Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  ruins  are  about  thirty  feet  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
in  a  flat,  marshy  area  just  west  of  moose-killing  Dutchman  Lake. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history    This  cabin  reportedly  dates  from  the  early 
192'0's  before  the  arrival  or  recollections  of  most  informants 
in  the  area. 
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INVENTORY  FORMS  SECTION 

1.  South  Fork  Inventory  Forms,  S-l  to  S-24. 

2.  South  Fork  Maps 

3.  North  and  Middle  Fork  Inventory  Forms,  N-l  to  N-13  &  M-l  to  M-3, 

4.  North  and  Middle  Fork  Maps 

5.  Main  Fortymile  Inventory  Forms,  F-l  to  F-19. 

6.  Main  Fortymile  Maps 
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S-2 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Walker  Fork  cabin,  S-2 

Location  Southeast  bank  at  the  confluence  of  Fortymile  River  and 
Walker  Fork.  NW1/4  Section  30,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River 
Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  is  approximately  50  feet  from  the  river,  door  faces  NW.  The 
outhouse  is  located  to  the  southeast  and  a  smokehouse  to  the  northwest, 
There  is  a  small  lake  east  of  the  site. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history   Cabin  dates  from  the  late  1920' s  or  early 
1930's.  It  has  been  restored  and  inhabited  recently. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins,  four  to  five  logs  high  of  a  14'  x  16'  one-room  cabin.  Logs 
are  hewn  on  the  inside,  top  notched,  and  chinked  with  moss.  Card- 
board was  used  for  insulation.  Openings  include  a  2'9"  x  4'8"  door 
on'  the  south  side  and  one  small  window  in  each  side  wall.  The  sod 
roof  has  fallen  in  completely.  The  floor  was  dirt. 


Artifacts 

Rusted-out  Yukon  stove,  wooden  bed  frame  with  metal  mesh,  muffin  tin 
table  top,  a  few  very   rusty  coffee  and  tobacco  cans. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger,  Alice  Bayless,  Fortymile  Area  Files 

Management  data 

Accessibility  Ruins  are  barely  visible  from  the  river  in 
summer.  There  is  a  clear  path  from  the  river.  The  bank  is 
not  steep. 


Hazards  There  are  a  few  drift  shafts  in  the  marshy  area  east 
of  the  cabin. 


Recommendations   Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-3 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  S-3 

Location  1/2  mile  downriver  from  Walker  Fork  on  right  bank.  SW1/4 
Section  24,  Township  27N,  Range  18E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  are  in  a  wooded  area  approximately  40  from  the  river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One-room  cabin,  14-1/2'  x  12*,  some  logs  hewn  on  interior  side. 

Tool  shed  3-1/2'  x  5'  recently  added  to  the  north  front.  Moss 

chinking.  New  roof  is  of  3"  poles  covered  with  visquine,  then  sod. 

New  double  window- on  east  side  of  one-pane  glass,  west  window  of 

four-pane  glass.  Door  measures  2'5"  x  5'5"  and  has  a  wooden  latch 

operated  by  a  leather  strap.  Floor  is  pole  and  plank.  Sod  has  been 

heaped  against  the  outer  walls  to  a  height  and  depth  of  2'  for 

insulation. 

Artifacts 

Belongings  of  recent  inhabitants.  None  seemed  to  have  historical 

value. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Readily  accessible  from  river.  Trail  leads  from  confluence 

to  cabin. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

This  structure  has  good  potential  for  use  as  a  stop-over  cabin 

or  a  maintenance-related  use.  Interpretive  potential  is  not  as 

great. 
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S-4 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Steve  Cox  Cabin,  S-4 

Location  Approximately  two  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek  just  above  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches  of  Napoleon.  SE1/4  Section  16, 
Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  is  in  a  heavily  wooded  area  approximately  100  feet  from  the 
creek. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   C. 1 940,  Steve  Cox 

General  history 
Steve  Cox  was  involved  in  placer  mining  along  Napoleon  Creek 
and  later  on  Chicken  Creek.  Tools  and  steam  fittings  indicate 
that  he  was  involved  in  the  extensive  drift  mining  operations 
in  the  vicinity. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  are  two  to  five  logs  high 


Artifacts 

Part  of  a  sluice-box  grate,  top  to  freight  box,  a  few  rusty  cans 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Ruins  are  visible  from  river  and  situated  on  a  bench  requiring 
a  small  climb  (8')  from  a  gravel  bar. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-5 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  Napoleon  Creek,  S-5 

Location  Approximately  2-1/2  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek  on  south  bank. 
NW1/4  Section  21,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Ruins  located  15  feet  from  creek,  door  faces  east.  Area  has  young, 

but  dense,  vegetation.  There  are   numerous  drift  shafts  near  the  cabin 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin,  17'  x  13'.  A  7-1/2  x  6-1/2'  tool  shed 

3"  upright  poles  is  attached  to  the  front  (west)  side  of  cabin. 

The  logs  range  from  7"  to  11"  in  diameter  and  are  chinked  with  moss 

The  door  measures  2-1/2"  x  5-1/8"  and  the  windows  in  the  side  walls 

are  2'5"  x  2' 10". 


Artifacts 

Cook  stove,  pots  and  pans,  eggbeater,  sifter,  4-ounce  bottle  of 
vanilla,  15  unidentified  bottles,  pick  head,  shoVel  ,  crow  bar,  3 
steam  points,  lengths  of  steam  pipe,  valves,  2  55-gallon  drums,  1 
5-gallon  can,  5  Hills  Brothers  Coffee  Cans,  3  Klim  Milk  cans, 


several  rusty  cans. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Paul  Bytell,  Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Cabin  is  approximately  3  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek,  but  there  is 
a  cat  trail  leading  most  of  the  way  to  the  cabin,  which  is 
about  one  mile  shorter. 

Hazards 

There  are  numerous  drift  shafts  near  the  cabin  and  all  along 
the  trail . 

Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate. 
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S-6 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  Napoleon  Creek,  S-6 

Location  Approximately  1-3/4  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek  on  north  bank. 
NW1/4  Section  21,  -Township  27N,  R19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle,  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain* 
Ruins  located  on  edge  of  shallow  pit  cut  by  bulldozer.  Poplar  grove 
behind  cabin. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
The  cabin  may  have  been  built  by  Walter  Hunt,  one  of  the 
earlier  miners  on  Napoleon  Creek. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  15'  x  15'  unhewn  log  cabin,  7  logs  high.  Door  opening 
measures  4'7"  x  3'.  The  sod  roof  and  the  west  wall  have  collapsed 
Floor  area  now  muskeg  with  several  small  trees  growing  there. 


Artifacts 

None  on  surface,  except  for  one  Log  Cabin  syrup  tin  found  nearby 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 


Accessibility 


The  last  1/2  mile  of  the  walk  from  the  river  is  through  dense 
vegetation.  Cabin  is  difficult  to  locate  from  any  distance. 


Hazards 

Drift  shafts  in  the  immediate  area  are  difficult  to  see.  One 
is  within  ten  feet  of  cabin  on  east  side. 

Recommendations 
Al low  to  deteriorate. 
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S-7 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Summer  cabin  ruins,  Napoleon  Creek,  S-7 

Location  1-1/2  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek,  south  bank,  NW1/4  Section  21 
Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  located  on  edge  of  steep  bank,  facing  west.  Northeast  corner 
hangs  over  the  bank  which  is  eroding  away. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history   This  structure  is  typical  of  the  less  sub- 
stantial cabins  intended  for  summer  use  only. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  half-hewn  log  cabin,  14'  x  14',  5  logs  high.  Door  faces 
south  and  measures  2'8"  x  4'8",  window  on  east  side  is  3'  x  3'. 
Moss  chinking,  sod  roof.  Both  square  and  saddle  notching  were  used 
due  to  the  lack  of  uniformity  of  log  diameter.  Door  jam  has  wooden 
pegs  and  square,  wrouaht  nails. 


Artifacts 

Rubber  boot,  shovel  head,  glass  bottle  marked  "Curtice  Brothers 

Preserves,  Rochester  NY"  on  bottom,  a  few  rusty  cans 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwil 1 iger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Located  just  off  cat  trail  from  the  river, 


Hazards 
Numerous  drift  shafts  in  area 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-8 

Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  Napoleon  Creek,  S-8 

Location  1-1/2  miles  up  Napoleon  Creek  on  north  bank,  NW1/4  Section, 
Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  is  on  a  steep  bank  approximately  20  feet  from  the  creek,  many 
well -developed  spruce  and  poplar  behind.  The  ruins  of  a  cache  are 
10  feet  from  the  front  of  the  cabin  and  a  trash  heap  just  beyond. 

Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Log  frame  3'  high  on  three  sides,  notch  and  saddle  corners.  Front 
was  entirely  canvas  on  light  wooden  frame.  Floor  area  measures 
15-1/2'  x  17'.  Frame  apparently  6'  high. 


Artifacts 

Stool,  table  made  from  shipping  crates,  folding  chair,  wooden  shelf, 
rake  made  of  nails  and  board,  leg  to  cast  iron  stove,  Calumet  Baking 
Powder  can,  Hills  Brothers  Coffee  can,  5-gallon  Standard  Gasoline  can, 
1 -gal  Ion  glass  jug,  1 -gal  1  on  Klim  powdered  milk  can. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility- 
Located  along  a  "cat"  trail 


Hazards 
The  cabin  hands  over  a  steep  bank  which  is  sloughing  off, 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate. 
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S-9 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Napoleon  Creek  Camp  House,  S-9 

Location  1/2  mile  up  "cat"  trail  from  the  mouth  of  Napoleon  Creek. 
NW1/4  Section  20,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain' 

Cabin  situated  on  a  steep  slope  at  the  intersection  of  two  tractor  trail; 

overlooking  the  heavily  mined  area.  Cabin  faces  west  with  south  wall 

20  feet  from  steep,  down-sloping  bank.  Large  trailer  parked  behind 

cabin.  There  is  a  water  heater  and  wood-and-canvas  shower  stall 

on  north  side  of  cabin. 

Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   C.  1950,  J.  L.  Rambaud 

General  history   This  structure  was  the  main  residence  for 
the  last  large  mining  operation  at  Napoleon  Creek.  Mining 
licenses  indicate  that  J.  L.  Rambaud  operated  in  partnership 
with  Vernon  Weaver  in  the  early  1 950 ' s  and  with  a  Mr.  Hanks 
in  the  late  1950's. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  17'  x  14'  half-hewn  log  cabin,  five  to  six  logs  high.  Sod 

roof  has  collapsed.  Moss  chinking. 


Artifacts 

2  skillets,  wooden  box  from  Pacific  Coast  Condensed  Milk  Co., 

can-type  stove,  rusted  cans  in  trash  heap. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Cabin  on  steep  bank  requires  a  climb  of  20  feet.  Tractor 
trail  leads  to  the  site. 


Hazards 
Numerous  drift  shafts  along  trail 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Interior  Continued 

Interior:  broken  chair,  beds  (double—wood,  single — metal),  tables 
(large  on  N  wall,  small  on  S  wall),  Recipes  (on  3  x  5  cards  -  fudge, 
brownies,  chocolate  cake,  jiffy  cake),  cans,  boxes,  Bisquick,  corn 
starch,  coffee,  magazines  (5-1950  Sports  Illustrated),  chest  of  drawers, 
Fly  leaf  book  (Australia  -  Its  Resources  and  Development  by  G.L.  Wood), 
cigar  box  (without),  bottles  of  vitamins  (Cascara,  sagrada,  vitamin  C), 
bottle  opener,  radio  tubes,  clothes  pins,  typewriter  paper  box,  jeans, 
skillet,  egg  carton,  mouse  trap,  toothbrush,  cook  stove,  plates,  lids, 
cups,  meat  grinder,  Copenhagen  Snuff,  Ajax  Cleanser,  flour  sifter, 
base  to  gas  lamp,  bandages,  towel,  can  2  lbs.  Calcium  Carbide,  fishing 
pole,  mining  licenses  (53,  57,  59),  stove  pipe,  curtains,  wood  box, 
matches. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  half-hewn  log  cabin,  21-1/2'  x  13-1/2'.  Roof  of  4"  boards 
covered  with  sides.  Roof  support  is  unique  consisting  of  double 
cross  beams. 


Artifacts 

Exterior:  Rubber  boots,  vice,  wood  barrels,  whiskey  bottles,  3  flash- 
lights, ax  heads,  saws  keyhole  (hand),  boiler,  file,  washing  machine, 
boiler  for  hot  water,  frame  canvas  shower,  pick  head,  wood  plane, 
cans,  tobacco,  powdered  milk,  pump  spray  can,  fuel  pump,  nuts, 
bolts,  pulleys,  55-gallon  drums,  gloves,  hats,  wheatstone,  knife 
sheath,  flares,  L  square,  wrenches,  fishing  pole,  glass  tubing,  nails, 
cook  stove  (McClary  Mfg.  Co,  Famous  Kooteney  Range  London  Ont.) 
rubber  hose,  glass  jars,  muffin  tin,  fan  belts,  clamps  mosquito  net- 
ting. 

(Interior  continued  on  next  page.) 
Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

A  clear  tractor  trail  leads  to  the  cabin 


Hazards 

Tool  shed  along  trail  has  heavy  machine  parts  and  one  box  of 
blasting  caps  as  of  June  23,  1976. 

Recommendations 

The  cabin  is  sound  enough  that  it  could  be  repaired  to  useful 
condition.  However,  the  roof  leaks  and  the  cabin  will  not  be 
useable  within  a  few  years.  The  structure  should  be  stabilized 
if  it  is  to  be  maintained. 


-35- 


Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  summer  cabin,  16'  x  14'.  Log  base  was  4  logs  high,  frame 
fur  canvas  walls  visible  on  rear  wall  only.  Logs  average  7  inches 
in  diameter,  are  top  notched.  Moss  chinking. 


Artifacts 

1  one-gallon  glass  jug,  miscellaneous  bottles  and  jars,  Sir  Walter 

Raleigh  tobacco  can. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility- 
Ruins  are  in  densely  vegetated  area  with  few  trails,  walking 
in  stream  bed  can  be  difficult. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-10 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number  Summer  cabin  ruins,  Napoleon  Creek,  S-10 

Location  1/4  mile  up  Napoleon  Creek,  next  to  north  bank,  NW1/4  Section 
20,  Township  27N,  Range' 19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  are  on  steep  bank  ten  feet  from  creek.  Vegetation  is  dense, 
several  small  trees  growing  within  walls  of  cabin.  Cabins  faces 
NW,  ruins  of  a  cache  are  10  feet  from  south  wall,  outhouse  ruins 
are  30  feet  from  NW  corner. 

Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Unhewn  log  cabin,  22-1/2'  x  16-1/2'.  Logs  range  from  6"  -  10"  in 
diameter  with  saddle  notching  and  moss  chinking.  Ridgepole  and  2 
ceiling  ribs  are  9"  in  diameter.  Roof  is  split  3"  logs  covered  with 
sod.  Window  on  east  side  is  2'9"  x  2'2",  six-pane  glass,  one 
broken.  South  double  window  5 '10"  x  2 '3",  west  windown  opening 
2'11"  x  2'7",  north  window  2' 10"  x  2'6".  Dirt  insulation  three  logs 
high.  Roof  sagging  badly  along  south  side.  Floor  is  dirt.  Floor 

cache  has  wooden  door.  Door  is  2'11"  x  5'10",  canvas  covered. 

Artifacts 

Wooden  double  bed,  cast  iron  stove  -(Cole  Airtight  #725,  Chicago) 
second  stove  fashioned  from  oil  drum,  2  tables,  wooden  double  bed, 
potato  masher,  pots  and  pans,  bottles,  handsaw,  windlass  handle. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river.  Foot  trail  from  river  to  cabin 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

This  cabin  has  potential  for  use  as  a  stopover  shelter,  living 
quarters,  or  interpretive  center.  Roof  needs  work  in  the  near 
future,  but  the  cabin  is  still  basically  sound.  The  structure 
should  be  stabilized  until  a  management  decision  is  made. 
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S-11 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Napoleon  Creek  Cabin,  S-11 

Location  Immediately  across  the  river  from  the  mouth  of  Napoleon  Creek 
NW1/4  Section  19,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  is  on  a  bench,  approximately  30  yards  from  the  river.  Cabin 
faces  east.  There  is  a  relatively  flat  area  of  muskeg  behind  the 
cabin.  Canvas  outhouse  25  feet  to  the  north. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Early  1940's,  Mr.  Carlson 

General  history   According  to  Fred  Terwilliger,  this  cabin  was 
built  in  the  early  1940's  by  a  man  named  Carlson.  Mr.  Terwilliger 
repaired  the  cabin  and  lived  in  it  during  the  winter  of  1946-47. 
The  structure  has  been  repaired  by  someone  else  in  recent  years 
and  is  still  occasionally  inhabited. 
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Architectural  data 

Cabin:  18'  x  15',  half-hewn  logs  8"  to  12"  diameter,  moss  and  mud 
chinking,  pole  and  sod  roof  collapsed,  plank  floor.  Windows  in 
each  side  wall,  3'  x  3'.  Door  4'2"  x  2'6".  Also  screen  door. 
Shed:  10'  x  12'  with  5'  porch  added  on.  Logs  unstripped  and  unhewn 
saddle  notching,  moss  chinking,  pole  floor.  Pole,  canvas,  and  sod 
roof,  half  fallen  in. 


Artifacts 

Wheelbarrow,  2  hydraulic  giants,  3  steam  points,  pitchfork,  rubber 
hose,  lengths  of  2-1/2"  steam  pipe,  brass  valves  and  parts  from 
Buckeye  Brass  Works,  Dayton,  Ohio,  2  pulleys,  heavy  rope,  nuts  and 
bolts,  stove  pipe,  rubber  boots,  Campbell's  soup  box,  ladle  collinder, 
fry  pan,  bucket,  rug,  coffee  pot,  pots  and  pans,  2  plates,  2  bowls, 
evaporated  apple  box,  box  labeled  "Clear  Lake  String  Beans,  S.F.  Cal" 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Files,  Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Cabins  are  barely  visible  from  the  river.  Located  on  a  gentle 
incline,  30  yards  from  river. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-12 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   '.lick's  Bar  Cabins,  S-12 

Location  Approximately  3/4  mile  downriver  from  Napoleon  Creek,  right 
bank.  SW1/4  Section,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian, 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain' 
Two  cabins  are  approximately  30  yards  from  river.  Birch  and  alder 
surround  the  cabins  and  spruce  partially  covers  them  from  view  from 
river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   C. 1920,  Jimmy  Wicks 

General  history    Jimmy  Wicks  sailed  from  England  around  Cape 
Horn  to  North  America  in  the  early  1900' s.  Wicks  was  a  steam 
enqineer  who  worked  with  a  dredge  operation  in  Dawson  before 
coming  to  Fortymile  country  around  1920.  The  placer  and 
drift  operations  just  across  the  river  wera  only  moderately 
successful.  Remnants  of  the  operation  in  the  way  of  machine 
parts  and  tools  are  scattered  about  the  area.  One  cabin  was 
a  residence,  while  the  other  was  a  workroom  and  shed. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  two  12'  x  15'  cabins  built  six  feet  apart.  Roofs  have 
collapsed  and  walls  are  toppling.  Fallen  logs  badly  deteriorated 


Artifacts 

Whipsaw,  axe,  pick-axe,  pitch  fork,  2  rasps,  2  files,  Yukon  stove, 
blue  and  white  teal  kettle,  grey  wash  basin,  chrome  lamp  base, 
Maxwell  Parish  pinup,  wine  bottle,  wooden  box  from  Turner  &  Pease 
Co.,  Inc,  Wholesale,  box  of  Amocat,  tractor  grill,  sawhorse,  cans: 
3  Union  Leader  Tobacco,  4  Dixie  Tobacco,  4  Granger  Tobacco,  Log 
Cabin  Syrup,  8  Klim  powdered  milk,  10  Hills  Brothers  Coffee,  Royal 
Baking  Soda,  Russian  Tea. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility- 
Tractor  trail  leads  to  cabins  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-13 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabins  across  from  Alder  Creek,  S-13. 

Location  }/2   mile  east  of  river  on  a  "cat"  trail  which  parallels 
an  unopened  creek.  NW1/4  Section,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper 
River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Two  cabins  built  at  the  base  of  a  large  hill  on  north  side  of  cat 
trail . 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin,  14'  x  13'  with  roof  extended  5'  over  a  porch, 
Roof  of  poles  covered  with  tarpaper  and  sod  has  collapsed.  Door 
faces  east,  4'10"  x  2'6".  Windows  on  north  and  west,  2'8"  x  2'8' 
two  panes  per  window.  Wooden  cam  door  knob. 


Artifacts 

Assorted  pots  and  pans,  stove  parts,  wooden  bed  frame,  3  buckets, 
caribou  rack,  rotting  trunk,  tape  measure,  clock  works,  parts  of 
wooden  phonograph  cabinet,  funnel,  hide-bottom  chair,  1946  calendar, 
can  for  Oriole  Cookies,  other  rusted  cans,  door  has  over  one  hundred 
stamps  from  tobacco  containers  including  Star,  Master  Workman,  Ligqet 
and  Myers,  and  others. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Alice  Bayless,  Paul  Bytell ,  Joe  Maycheck 


Management  data 


Accessibility 

Definite  trail  runs  along  Franklin  Creek,  crossing  it  three 
times  before  reaching  the  cabin.  The  1/2  mile  walk  is  pleasant, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

The  cabin  is  beyond  repair,  but  the  door  with  its  unique  star 
design  made  from  tobacco  container  tabs  could  be  salvaged  and 
incorporated  into  an  interpretive  display.  Contact  with  claim, 
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S-14 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Frank  Tomlinson  Cabin,  S-14. 

Location  1/2  mile  up  Franklin  Creek,  south  bank,  NE1/4  section  36, 
Township  28N,  Range  18E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  Mineral  claim 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  and  two  caches  are  located  on  hillside  just  south  of  creek. 
Immediate  area  is  cluttered  with  cans  and  items  from  the  structures 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   ca.  1900-1910,  Frank  Tomlinson 

General  history    Frank  "Tommy"  Tomlinson  was  a  long-time 
resident  of  Franklin  serving  as  postmaster  from  1905  to  1913. 
Tomlinson  was  locally  famous  for  his  collection  of  Edison 
phonograph  cylinders  which  provided  music  for  numerous  dances 
and  parties  in  Franklin.  His  hobby  of  repairing  watches  and 
clocks  earned  him  the  nickname  of  "the  Waltham  kid"  and  his 
star-shaped  door  decoration  made  from  over  one  hundred  star 
tobacco  seals  still  remains  at  the  cabin.  Tomlinson  was  one 
of  those  miners  who  was  never  too  prosperous,  but  always  made 
enough  to  live  comfortably.  His  cabin  is  now  in  ruins,  the 
roof  having  collapsed  in  1973*. 
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Franklin  Community 


One  of  the  first  gold  discoveries  in  interior  Alaska  occurred  near 
Franklin  in  1886.  Named  after  one  of  the  co-discoverers,  Howard 
Franklin,  the  community  was  an  important  site  in  the  gold  mining  era 
of  the  Fortymile  country  from  1886  to  1948.  All  types  of  mining  tech- 
niques from  the  old  hand  methods  to  the  large  dredge  operations  were 
successfully  pursued  in  the  Fortymile  River  area  near  Franklin,  and 
signs  of  extensive  mining  activity  in  the  form  of  tailings  and  machine 
parts  are  abundant  for  a  half-mile  up  Franklin  Creek  and  for  several 
hundred  yards  downriver.  According  to  a  United  States  Geological 
Survey  Bulletin,  the  early  days  at  Franklin  were  full  of  interest 
because  "the  gold  was  easy  to  mine  and  more  easily  spent  on  the  little 
flat  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  which  was  then  crowded  with  miners, 
and  passed  quickly  through  many  hands"  (Prindle,  Louis  M. ,  The  Gold 
Placers,  U.S.G.S.  Bulletin  no.  251,  1905). 

Franklin  became  a  well-known  stop  on  the  trail  from  Eagle  through 
Steele  Creek  and  on  to  Chicken.  The  community  maintained  a  post 
office  from  1902  to  1945,  a  school  from  1927  to  1933,  and  a  roadhouse 
from  c.  1900  to  1945.  The  roadhouse  is  one  of  the  five  structures 
remaining  at  Franklin,  but  it  is  now  in  poor  condition  since  the  roof 
fell  in  in  1975  and  vandals  have  cut  sections  out  of  the  log  walls 
for  use  as  firewood  in  the  cabin  which  originally  housed  the  school. 
The  building  is  actually  the  third  structure  on  the  same  site  used 
for  the  roadhouse,  the  original  being  destroyed  by  fire  c.  1919  and 
the  second  being  lost  to  the  flood  of  1927.  The  remaining  buildings 
and  artifacts  at  Franklin  are  among  the  most  significant  links  to  the 
mining  and  social  history  of  the  Fortymile  area  from  1886  to  th< 
present. 


TO 
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Architectural  data 

39'  x  20'  log  structure,  roof  extends  6'  out  front.  Saddle  notching, 
moss  chinking.  Corrugated  tin  on  interior  walls.  Plank  floor.  Sod 
roof  has  collapsed. 


Artifacts 

Metal  bedstead,  wooden  bunks,  jack,  pick  head,  wooden  chair,  pulleys, 

hammer  head,  rusted  cans,  cycle  blade,  1942-1951  magazines,  can 

opener,  cigarette  rolling  machine,  5'  x  5'  cabinet,  6  spice  bottles, 

prescription  bottle,  horseshoes,  bird  house,  miscellaneous  machinery 

parts. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Alice  Bayless 
EAG  #013 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Clearly  visible  from  river.  Trails  lead  to  roadhouse 


Hazards 
Roof  has  fallen  in  and  southwest  wall  is  sagging. 


Recommendations      .  ,  , 

Advice  of  a  restoration  architect  should  be  obtained.  After 

contacting  present  claim  holders.  This  is  one  of  most 

significant  structures  in  the  Fortymile  Area. 
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S-15 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Franklin  Roadhouse,  S-15 

Location  Near  mouth  of  Franklin  Creek,  NE1/4  Section  36,  Township 
28N,  Range  18E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  Mineral  Claim 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain" 
Roadhouse  and  3  outbuildings  located  next  to  hillside  on  enbankment 
held  by  a  log  and  stone  retaining  wall.  Machine  parts  and  tailings 
in  the  area.  (See  Figure) 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder   C.  1928,  Roberts  family 

General  history   The  roadhouse  was  operated  by  the  Roberts 
family  from  c.  1900  to  1945.  The  structure  is  the  third 
roadhouse  on  the  site,  replacing  the  one  lost  in  the  flood 
of  1927.  It  has  been  a  victim  of  recent  vandalism. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  cabin,  20'  x  13-1/2',  built  of  sawed  logs.  Mud,  moss,  and 
pole  chinkina.  Square  notching.  Roof  of  3"  half-hewn  logs  covered 
with  sod.  Ridge  pole  10"  in  diameter,  ribs  on  either  side  are  8"  in 
diameter.  One  cross  beam.  Door  faces  east.  Windows  on  north  and 
south  are  3'  x  3'  x  7'.  Room  8'  deep  added  on  rear,  now  collapsed. 
South  wall  is  sagging  and  bottom  logs  are  deteriorating. 


Artifacts 

Grinding  wheel,  traps,  hand  saw,  stove  parts  outside,  inside  stove 
intact,  2  wooden  single  beds,  pick  head,  pick,  2   shovels,  checker 
board.  Cabin  contains  supplies,  cooking  utensils  and  belongings  of 
temporary  residents. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Alice  Bayless,  Joe  Maycheck 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Easily  accessible,  approximately  40  yards  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Cabin  could  be  saved  if  repairs  to  roof  and  south  wall  are 
made  soon.  The  cabin  is  apparently  structurally  sound,  but 
is  deteriorating  rapidly. 
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S-16 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Forty-mile  River 

Name  and  number   Franklin  Schoolhouse,  S-16 

Location  North  of  the  mouth  of  Franklin  Creek,  NW1/4  Section  31, 
Township  28N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  Mineral  claim 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Approximately  40  yards  from  the  river,  facing  east.  Windlass  with 
cable  stretching  across  the  river  is  25  yards  to  the  north  of  the 
cabin.  Trash  heap  near  front  door.  Tools  and  machinery  parts 
scattered  about.  Outhouse  and  shed  25'  to  southwest.   (See  figure) 

Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   c.  1927,  Roberts  family 

General  history    This  structure  was  used  for  the  Franklin 
school  from  1927  .to  1933.  It  has  since  been  used  for  living 
quarters  and  is  still  occasionally  occupied  by  trappers  and 
recreationists. 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  4  to  6  logs  high.  Features  of  building  not  distinguishable. 


Artifacts 

Bellows,  water  pump,  3  boilers,  steam  engine  governor,  pipe  fittings, 

self-dump  bucket 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Alice  Bayless,  Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Trail  up  to  site  just  north  of  boiler  in  river 


Hazards 

Drift  shafts  in  immediate  area 


Recommendations 

Ruins  should  be  considered  for  interpretive  value 
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S-17 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  Ri^ 


.ver 


Name  and  number  Franklin  Blacksmith  Shop,  S-17. 

Location  Across  river  from  Franklin  roadhouse  on  a  bench.  SW1/4 
Section  31,  Township  28N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Collapsed  structure  located  on  a  high  Dench,  not  visible  from  river. 
There  is  a  boiler  in  the  river  nearby  and  a  cable  stretching  across 
the  river.  A  spar  stands  nearby  and  machine  parts  are  scattered  about, 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history    Blacksmith  shop  was  part  of  a  drift  mining 
operation  run  by  Jimmy  Wicks  and  a  Paul  White  in  the  1930's. 
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Architectural  data 

One-room  log  cabin,  16-1/2'  x  14',  faces  northeast.  Door  is  4'2"  x 
2'4".  Southeast  window  2'  x  2',  northwest  window  2'  x  1',  northeast 
window  3'5"  x  2'5".  Sod  roof  beginning  to  collapse  on  southeast. 
Structure  badly  deteriorated.  There  is  a  spruce  6  inches  in  diameter 
growing  in  the  north  corner  of  the  sod  roof. 


Artifacts 
Only  a  few  miscellaneous  machine  parts 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Visible  from  river,  easily  accessible 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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S-18 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Buckskin  Creek  Cabin,  S-18 

Location  ^outh  of  Buckskin  Creek,  NW1/4  Section,  Township  8S, 
Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  u.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  located  just  south  of  Buckskin  Creek  -  South  Fork  confluence 

in  a  grove  of  birch  and  spruce. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  cabin  13'  x  19',  one  log  high.  Little  besides  outline  of 
cabin  is  distinguishable.  Stone  embankment  and  foundation  well  built, 
unusual  for  this  area. 


Artifacts 
None  on  surface. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Readily  accessible,  near  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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S-19 
Historical  Resource  Inventory.  Forty-mile  River 

Name  and  number  Ruins  1  mile  below  Buckskin  Creek,  S-19 

Location  Approximately  1  mile  below  Buckskin  Creek  on  right  bank  of 
South  Fork,  SW1/4  Section,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Stone  embankment  and  ruins  in  grove  of  birch  and  poplar.  Barely 
visible  from  river.  Trees  growing  within  ruins. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  10'  x  14',  2  to  3  logs  high,  notch  and  saddle  corners.  Door 

faced  southwest. 


Artifacts 
Ore  scales,  large  dredge  parts  in  the  area. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fortymile  Area  Files. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Some  dredge  parts  noticeable  from  river.  Game  trails  through 

area. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-21 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile 


Name  and  number   Little  Dipper  Dredge  Cabin,  S-20 

Location  Approximately  1  mile  above  Uhler  Creek,  NW1 
Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.Q.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Dredge  gears  and  major  parts  scattered3 along  right  bank  of  river, 
structure  ruins  amonn  them. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   C.  1910 

General  history    A  single-bucket  dredge  was  installed  on 
pump  bar  about  two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Franklin  Creek  in 
1907.  It  operated  in  the  area  until  1912.  This  dredge  was 
the  only  known  dredge  of  the  single  bucket  type  to  ever 
operate  on  the  Fortymile  and  one  of  the  first  dredges  of  any 
type  in  the  area.  The  dredge  was  inefficient  and  the  operation 
quite  marginal.  According  to  several  miners  in  the  area, 
parts  from  this  dredge  were  used  at  various  times  to  repair 
other  more  modern  dredges.  It  is  not  known  what  purpose  the 
log  structure  served. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  18'  x  14'  six  logs  high,  sod  roof  and  rear 
wall  collapsed.  Logs  hewn  on  the  inside.  Mud  and  moss  chinking. 
Rear  corners  saddle  and  notch,  front  corners  flush  framed.  Door 
of  bias  cut  boards  5'4"  x  2'5".  Canvas  shreds  on  interior  walls., 
Cache  is  still  standing,  but  leaning.  Base  of  5'  x  5'  cache  is 
7-1/2'  above  ground  level. 


Artifacts 

Padlock,  5  whiskey  bottles,  chain,  2  stoves,  riffle  board,  handsaw, 
coffee  pot,  muffin  tin,  saw  horse,  stove  pipe,  suspenders  and  deter- 
iorating clothes,  2  plates,  spice  bottles,  miscellaneous  machine 
parts. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fortymile  Area  Files 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river 


Hazards 
Cache  is  not  sturdy, 


Recommendations 
Post  artifacts  sign 
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S-21 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Uhler  Creek  Cabin,  S-21 

Location  200  yards  downriver  from  mouth  of  Uhler  Creek,  75  feet  from 
river.  SW1/4  Section,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  (J.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain* 
Cabin  and  cache  located  in  a  clearing  of  poplar  and  spruce.  Small 
trees  beginning  to  grow  in  cabin  roads.  Cache  stands  in  front  of 
ruins  with  two  houses  nearby. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Ruins  of  log  cabin,  15'  x  15',  one  to  two  logs  high.  Little 
distinguishable. 


Artifacts 

Shovel,  bucket,  wooden  box,  pan,  stove  pipe, 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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S-22 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River* 


Name  and  number   Uhler  Creek  Cabin  Ruins,  S-22 

Location  1/4  mile  downstream  from  Uhler  Creek,  right  bank  of  South 
Fork,  NW1/4  Section  22,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  in  densely  vegetated  area.  Young  spruce  growing  within  walls 
of  cabin  ruins.  Walls  only  one  to  two  logs  high  with  moss  growing 
in  them. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  _r_oins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder   Unknown 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Cabin  is  16'  x  14',  half-hewn  logs.  12'  x  14'  porch  with  vertical  log 
tool  shed  8'  x  6'.  All  under  continuous  roof  of  sawed  boards  and  sod. 
Moss  chinking,  saddle  and  notch  corners.  Plank  floor.  Door  5'9"  x  2'5" 
faces  east.  North  and  south  windows  2' 10"  x  2 '8",  west  window  3'  x  2-1/2 
all  six  pane  glass.  Barn  is  16'  x  19',  half-hewn  logs.  Main  roof  is 
3  inch  logs  covered  with  sod  and  tin,  7'  porch  overhand  of  sawn  boards. 
Door  3'1"  x  6'7".  Windows  on  all  sides  except  front,  2-1/3"  x  2'10". 

Artifacts 

Sluice  grate,  tow  bar,  pick  head,  broken  wooden  crates,  oil  dru,  about 
30  rusty  cans,  pipe,  valve,  miscellaneous  machine  parts,  skillet,  3 
pots,  cookstove  in  poor  condition,  Calumet  Baking  Powder  can,  Gold  Medal 
Flour  sacks  used  as  insulation,  freight  box  addressed  to  R.S.  McCombe, 
Chicken,  Alaska,  porcelain  wash  basin,  Edgeworth  tobacco  can,  1927 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  1  U.S.  Army  bank,  2  wooden  banks,  spoon,  volume 
of  How  Green  Was  My  Valley,  copyright  1941. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
3LM  cultural  values  file 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 

Cabin  porch  likely  to  collapse.  North  section  of  roof  has  collapsed 


Recommendations 

Walls  of  both  cabin  and  barn  seem  sound,  but  roofs  are  not.  Part 
of  cabin  roof  has  fallen  in.  Part  of  barn  roof  on  west  side  is 
scorched  and  fallen  in.  Other  areas  slightly  burned.  Both  could 
be  rebuilt  for  shelter  or  interpretive  purposes. 
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S-23 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Eckstein  Cabin  and  Barn,  S-23 

Location  |_e-ft  bank  of  South  Fork  approximately  200  yards  below  Butte  Creek. 
SE1/4  Section  16,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  u.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  national  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  and  barn  on  ledge  of  bench  about  15  feet  from  river.  Cabin  faces  east, 

barn  to  southeast  faces  northeast.  Relatively  clear  area,  muskeg. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Between  1910  and  1920,  Ed  Eckstein 

General  history  This  cabin  was  built  and  lived  in  by  Ed  Eckstein, 
a  miner  and  trapper  on  the  Fortymile  River  for  20  to  25  years. 
Eckstein  never  kept  horses  or  other  animals  in  the  barn,  but  used 
it  as  a  storage  and  work  area  as  well  as  for  those  freighting 
through.  John  Powers  often  traveled  through  Eckstein  camp.  When 
Eckstein  died  in  1938,  an  inventory  indicated  that  there  was  no 
money  in  the  estate.  The  two  men  who  made  the  inventory  panned 
for  gold  on  a  ditch  that  Eckstein  had  been  working,  but  no  trace 
of  gold  was  found. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  cabin,  13-1/2"  x  16',  saddle  and  notch  corners,  logs  unhewn. 
Sod  roof  still  up,  10-1/2'  high.  Cardboard  and  paper  on  inside  walls 
Moss  chinking.  Roof  extends  five  feet  over  porch.  Door  faces  south, 
6'  x  2-1/2'.  East  window  2-1/3"  x  1'7",  4-pane  glass,  west  window 
2-1/2"  x  2'10",  6-pane  glass. 


Artifacts 

2  wooden  single  bed  frames,  sluice  box,  stove,  2  shovels,  boot,  stool, 

bread  pan,  muffin  pan,  5  plates,  4  jars,  lantern  chimney,  rusty  cans. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  cultural  values  file 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Visible  from  river,  about  25  feet  from  bank 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Cabin  is  fairly  sound  and  could  be  refurbished  as  a  stop-over  cabin 
if  done  next  season.  Hole  in  roof  where  stovepipe  was  getting 
larger.  Roof  will  probably  collapse  in  three  years  if  not  repaired 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  above  North  Fork-South  Fork  confluence,  S-24 

Location  1/2  mile  above  confluence  on  left  bank.  NET/4  Section  10, 
Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Built  in  heavy  timber  on  river  bank  against  small  bluff. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history 
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MAP   #2    SF 


Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin,  10'  x  11',  stands  6'3"  13  logs  approx.  4  -  6"  dia. 
Moss  chinking,  hewn  log  floor  and  walls,  top  notched.  Windows:  East 
wall,  1'9"  x  1'2"  plastic  covered.  South  wall,  2'  x  1'2",  plastic 
covered.  Door  facing  west  1'10"  x  4',  mill  cut  plank.  Cache  -  4'  x  5' 
on'  14'  (6"dia)  logs  3  hewn  logs  roof,  recent  supplies  inside,  recently 
built  15'  ladder. 


Artifacts 

Frying  pan,  box  of  tools  (hammer,  hacksaw,  nails,  etc.),  rabbit  and 
caribou  hides,  straw  bedding  2  bunks,  meat  grinder,  medicine  cabinet 
(bandaids,  tooth  brushes),  spices,  plates,  pots,  pans,  lids,  skillets  (3) 
25  book  American  Frontier  Emphasis,  Big  Sky,  Guthrie,  Across  the  Wide 
Missouri  Devoto,  Saw,  shovel,  ax,  bow  saw,  hand  saw,  yukon  stoves  (2) , 
wedges,  draw  knife,  drying  rack,  tree  topping  belt,  gold  pan,  racks 
and  bones 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
About  1/2  mile  up  from  North  Fork 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Cabin  is  liveable  but  too  far  off  river  for  much  use 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  |  rappers  Cabin  8.  Cache,  M-l 

Location  Approximately  1/2  mile  up  unamed  creek  from  Morth  Fork. 
"JE1/4  Section  5,  Township  45,  Range  28E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  sits  about  75'  from  small  creek  facing  west  in  a  clearing  bordered 

by  evergreens.  Recently  lived  in.  Cache  approx.  125  yards  upstream. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history   ;j0  information  on  early  days,  recent  improvements 
done  by  Mike  and  Adeline  Potts,  Eagle,  Alaska.  They  evidently 
used  the  cabin  as  trap  base.  A  child  lived  with  them  as  toys 
and  child's  clothinn  noted. 
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Architectural  data  standing  cabin  -  one  room  log  cabin  15'  x  17',  saddT 
and  notch.  8'  walls  (8' 10" dia.  logs),  moss  chinking,  door  3'1"  x  5'10" 
factory  lock  and  plank  door.  Roof  sod  covered  tin,  canvas,  and  pole. 
Floor  boards  run  11'  from  back,  dirt  4'  inside  door,  window  NW  wall 
4'6"  x  2'1",  glass,  8-pane. 
Large  Ruins  -  Log  building  25'  x  35',  pole  sod  and  tin  roof.  Lg.  (10" 


dia.)  logs, 
Small  Ruins 


3  -4  still  standing.  Bolts  used  for  support. 
-  One  room  log  cabin,  18'  x  20',  storeroom,  boxes  and  suppl 
Overgrown  with  moss. 


le 


all  around. 
Artifacts 

Tin  cans,  telegraph  insulators  (100),  dog  sled,  pick,  shovel,  ax, 
bowsaw,  whipsaw,  55  gallon  drums,  bookshelve,  dutch  over  (2),  pots, 
skillet,  rocker  box,  sheets  corrugated  tin  3x  12,  telegraph  wire,  wood 
boxes  (Addressed  to  North  Fork  thru  Ft.  Egbert  via  White  Pass  Route), 
boiler  stove,  plates,  coffee  pot  (3),  stove  pipe,  crock,  boots,  candle, 
vanilla  bottle,  pepper,  gold  pan,  military  bed  frame,  Time  magazines 
Oct.  1934,  Sept.  1939,  iodine  bottle,  water  purifying  bottle,  gallon 
whiskey  bottle,  gun  cleaning  kit,  dredge  hose,  files,  crowbar,  table, 
bench,  tobacco  tins,  Stove  (Van  &  Co.,  Pat.  1875,  Oct  26,  Dakota, 
Cin.,  0.). 
Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 

Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
200  feet  from  river,  not  visible  in  summer, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Artifacts  sinns  should  be  replaced 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  North  Fork  Telegraph  Station  (IIAMCATS),  N-2 

Location  2-1/2  miles  north  of  confluence  with  Middle  Fork.  5E1/4 
Section  16,  Township  5S,  Range  28E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  .National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Ruins  of  station  and  more  recent  standing  cabin  are  in  old  clearing 
with  many  birch  and  poplar  growing  in  area.  Cabin  faces  east  as  did 
ruins . 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  euins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Original  buildings  built  by  U.S.  Army  about 

1905,  standing  cabin  built  late  1 920 ' s . 
General  history 

Orininal  buildings  were  constructed  as  a  relay/communication 
station  for  telegraph  between  Eagle  and  Valdez.  The  line  was 
abandoned  when  a  wireless  system  was  established  over  the  same 
distance.  Tin  and  other  materials  were  removed  and  used  on  other 
cabins  throughout  the  area.  In  the  late  1920's  someone  built  a 
cabin  at  the  site,  using  the  army  stove,  most  of  the  army  build- 
ings were  burnt  for  firewood.  Mike  Potts  cleaned  this  cabin  in 
February  1973,  "Be  using  it  the  next  few  years,  trappinn  from 
here  to  10  miles  up  to  Comet  and  10  miles  up  to  Eureka,  I'll 
clean  it  up  better  this  summer."  Noted  "June  1906"  on  shutter 
of  ruins  and  on  window  frame  standing  cabin  "21'  snow  3/27/58". 
U.S.  Historical  site  signs  all  torn  off. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  25'  x  17',  6-7"  logs  still  standing,  peaked 
sod  and  pole  roof  caved  in,  ax  cut  saddle  and  notch,  dirt  floor,  hewn 
walls,  moss  chinking,  door  V 10"  x  5',  mi  11  cut  lumber,  window  front 
wall  21  x  1'8". 


Artifacts 
Yukon  stove,  stove  pipe,  tin  cans 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Middle  and  North  Fork  cabin,  N-3 

Location  On  north  bank  at  confluence  of  North  and  Middle  Forks, 

Fortymile  River,  SW1/4  Section  21,  Township  5S,  Range  28E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain* 

Cabin  ruins  faces  river  from  bench  between  trees  and  a  level  tundra 

field. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  Older  cabin,  large  for  Fortymile 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  Ion  cabin  14'  x  13',  saddle  and  notch,  doweled,  8'  upright, 
sod  over  tin  roof,  mi  11  cut  plank  floor,  door  faces  NW  5'3"  x  2'10" 
wood  latch,  window  NE  wall  2'  x  2'5",  4-pane  glass. 

Older  cabin  9'  x  11'  one  room  log  cabin,  flat  pole  and  sod  roof  is 
slanted  from  about  a  6'  ceiling,  small  logs,  no  large  timber  in  area. 
Located  50'  upstream  from  larger  cabin. 

Artifacts 

forge  tools,  ax,  shovel,  pick,  pans,  skillet,  gun  oil,  Burma  shave, 
razor  blades,  3-in-l  oil,  prescription  for  Peter  Rathbun  1/17/68, 
Yukon  stove,  table,  2  bunks,  snowshoe,  blankets,  netting,  1939  Crime 
Confessions  Magazine,  6'  switch  and  string  for  fishing,  insulator  and 
telegraph  wire,  monkey  wrenches  (2),  clothes,  shoes,  boots,  waders, 
Pearl  Oil  can,  coffeepot,  50  lb.  Lipton  tea  crate,  snares,  eggbeater, 
old  beer  bottle,  spices,  matches,  4  burner  cook  stove  parts  outside, 
snow  goggles,  knives,  scarf,  cord  of  cut  wood. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessibility  visible  and  useable  from  river. 

Hazards 


Recommendations  jhe  cabin  is  worth  some  slight  repair.  The  door 
should  be  rehunq. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabins,  N-4 

Location  1/2  n-jie  upstream  from  Bullion  Creek,  MW1/4  Section  34, 
T5S,  P28E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  (j.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Two  Ion  cabins  face  river  (,'J'I)  from  high  bench  in  thin  spruce  and 
tundra. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown  -  early  1 920 ' s 

General  history   Old  cabin,  repaired  and  used  by  Fred  Terwilliger, 
with  tin  from  WAM.CATS  Station.  Possibly  50  years  old.  It  is  in 
excellent  shape,  however  the  bank  is  leaning  badly  toward  the 
river  leaving  the  cabin  badly  slanted  down  hill.  The  two  bunks 
are  burlap  lined  and  straw.  The  roof  is  sound.  The  older  cabin 
on  the  site  was  used  as  a  tool  shed  and  housed  a  small  coal  burning 
forne.  It  faces  NE.  An  old  windless  is  nearby.  "Bob  Shippen" 
on  bunk.  Fred  Twig  in  door  frame  -  Fred  Terwill iger's  signature. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  20'  x  16'  with  upright  pole  porch,  saddle  and 
notch  hewn  logs,  floor  hewn  planks,  pitched  tin  and  sod  roof,  sod  and 
tin  caved  in.  Door  faces  river  5'10".  9'  pole  porch  on  either  side 
of  door. 


Artifacts 

Lantern, M/B  coffee  can,  telegraph  wire,  terminals,  Barataria  shrimp 
box,  Seattle  Post  Intelligencer  7/1910,  lists  headlines  "'Wife  of 
E.H.  Harriman  called  as  witness  in  slander  suit",  photos  of  Japanese 
reading  war  bulletins  in  Tokyo,  pinup  of  Ziegfield  girl. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Difficult  to  locate,  not  visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Artifacts  signs  should  be  posted 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Bullion  Creek  WAMCATS  Station,  N-5. 

Location  150'  off  river  down  about  100  yards  and  opposite  mouth  of 
Bullion  Creek.  NW1/4  Section  35,  Township  5S,  Range  28E,  Fairbanks 
Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  faces  east  through  thick  poplar  and  birch  grove. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  U.S.  Army  about  1905 

General  history   For  a  short  tine  the  telegraph  line  ran  up 
Bullion  Creek.  This  station  was  the  relay.  It  is  much  smaller 
than  the  North  Fork  WAMCATS  site.  Small  3"  x  3"  stickers  on 
door  are  Socialist  Party.  "Write  to  Charles  A  Kerr  and  Co.  or 
International  Socialist  Review,  118  W.  Kinzie  St.,  Chicago, 
January  1911". 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  14'  x  10',  square  notching,  3  logs  high, 
door  faced  NE,  2-1/2'  wide. 


Artifacts 

Tin  cans  and  Yukon  stove  and  pipe 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility- 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  N-6 

Location  1/4  mile  up  Hutchinson  Creek  on  north  bank.  NET/4  Section  17 
T6S,  R29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  ruins  in  clearing  50'  from  creek  facing  NE 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  13'  x  13',  5  logs  standing  about  3-1/21,  sod  and 

pole  roof  caved  in,  saddle  and  notch,  door  faces  south,  2-1/2'  wide 


Artifacts 

Empty  Bordens  evaporated  milk  case,  cans. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility- 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  N-7 

Location  \/i  m\]e   up  Hutchinson  Creek  on  south  bank.  NE1/4  Section  17, 
Township  6S,  Range  29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  ruins  10'  from  creek  in  clearing. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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The  Kink  (continued) 

While  appearing  to  be  an  easy  task  to  complete  with  today's  technology, 
the  Kink  was  a  major  engineering  feat  in  that  time  and  place.  It  was 
accomplished  in  a  relatively  uncharted  wilderness  without  benefit  of 
machinery  or  any  developed  transportation  or  communication  system. 
This  area  typically  has  harsh  winters  broken  only  by  short,  unpredict- 
able summers. 

When  all  other  remnants,  artifacts,  and  reminders  of  this  colorful 
"goldrush"  era  of  Alaskan  history  are  gone,  the  Kink  will  remain.  It 
serves  as  a  permanent  monument  to  the  major  undertakings  by  man  that 
were  common  in  the  pursuit  of  gold  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Today,  the  Kink  retains  the  remoteness  of  that  early  era.  It  is  19 
air  miles  from  the  nearest  road  and  82  air  miles  from  the  nearest  settle- 
ment with  communication  capability.  This  segment  of  river  has  been 
proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System 
and  received  significant  use  by  canoe  and  rafting  enthusiasts. 
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N-8 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Kink  Camp  Cabin,  N-8 

Location  3/4  miie  up  old  river  bed.  NW1/4  Section  20,  Township  6S, 
Ranae  29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  in  clearing  at  base  of  ridge. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 

This  is  the  last  of  7  buildings  constructed  in  1904.  As  a  camp 
to  house  the  men  working  on  the  blasting  project  which  left  the 
Kink.  Placed  on  the  National  Register,  the  blown  away  section 
of  the  stone  ridge  allowed  the  river  to  divert  to  a  shorter 
course  by  some  2-1/2  miles.  The  dry  bed  was  to  be  worked  for 
gold  but  the  ground  proved  poor  and  the  project  was  abandoned 
before  1905.  The  cabin  has  been  used  and  kept  up,  probably  by 
trappers.  The  pool  at  the  base  of  the  falls  is  a  sure  spot  for 
a  grayling  dinner. 

The  Kink 

The  river  channel  which  was  bypassed  in  approximately  1904  by 
blasting  through  a  rock  ridge,  was  suspected  of  containing  very 
profitable  amounts  of  gold.  This  proved  false,  however,  after 
draining  of  the  channel,  '..'hen  prospects  showed  no  type  of  gold 
mining  to  be  financially  feasible,  the  site  was  abandoned. 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  11'  x  13-1/2',  saddle  and  notch  hewn  logs.  Sod  and 
half  hewn  log  roof,  hewn  log  floor,  moss  chinking.  Door  faces  south, 
4'6"  x  2'  plank.  Windows  west  and  east,  2'2"  x  1'2",  no  glass.  Some 
tin  on  shed  roof,  shed  4'  x  4',  1/2  porch  type. 


Artifacts 

One  bunk,  3-legned  stool,  frying  pan,  hammer,  spark  plug,  horse  shoe, 
3  axes,  snares,  pick,  watches,  coffee  pot,  cups,  cog,  crowbar,  china 
and  porcelain  plates,  saws  (whip  and  bow),  telegraph  wire,  whiskey 
bottle,  rake,  pitch  fork,  yoke,  pot,  basin,  ladder,  stove  made  from 
55  gallon  drum,  saw  horse,  eggbeater,  firewood,  1939  calendar,  trappers 
memos  on  door,  1937  Saturday  Evening  Post. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
3/4  mile  up  old  river  bed  along  ridge 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Artifacts  signs  should  be  posted 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  15'  x  20',  large  16"  dia.  logs,  caved  in  sod 
roof. 


Artifacts 

Enameled  pot,  tin  cans  (2),  stovepipe,  traps,  pickhead,  stamped  Washoe 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Cabin  inventory  memo,  June,  1975. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

Not  visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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N-9 

Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  "1-9 

Location  4  miles  upstream  from  Wilson  Creek,  SW1/4  Section  15,  Township 
7S,  Ranqe  29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Base  of  steep  hill  on  narrow  bench. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins,  12'  x  17',  2  logs  still  standing,  square 

notching,  sod  and  pole  roof  caved  in  long  ago.  Dog  houses  in  area 


Artifacts 

Coffee  pot,  pick  handle,  whipsaw  handle 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 


Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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N-10 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  N-10. 

Location  1/2  mile  upstream  from  NW1/4  Section  25,  Township  7S,  Range 
29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands. 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  ruins  off  river  25'  in  sparse  poplar  and  birch. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  jcuins. 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history  .       .    , . 

Very  old  cabin,  6"  dia.  birch  growing  within  walls 
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Architectural  data  By tell  Cabin  -  one  room  log  cabin  14'  x  14',  dovetail 
corners,  stripped  and  hewn  logs,  approx.  9"  dia,  tarpaper  and  sod  roof, 
5  ridge  pole  support,  moss  and  pole  chinking,  whipsawed  plank  floor,  door 
(whipsawed  plank)  faces  SW.  2  windows  NW  wall  (4'  x  2-1/2")  4-pane  glass, 

1  window  SW  1-1/2'  x  1-1/2',  4'  overhang  porch,  1  window  SE  wall  (3'  x  3' 
frame  gone,  shutters  of  strung  together  poles. 

Rogers  Cabin  -  One  room  log  cabin  12'  x  12',  saddle  and  notch,  moss 

chinking,  sod  roof,  3  windows  (1-1/21  x  2'). 

Cache  -  8'  x  8'  on  4  10"  legs  located  50'  downstream. 

Artifacts 

2  bunks,  table,  pots,  pans,  skillet,  1949  calendar,  polaski,  snares, 
telegraph  wire,  vitamins,  iodine,  prescription  for  James  Bytell,  radio 
tubes,  twine,  carved  boot,  case  rojling  pin,  stove  made  from  55  gallon 
drum,  ax,  shovel,  saws,  cotton,  dish  pan,  large  tea  kettle,  wood  pulley, 
braided  rope  with  clasp,  auger,  oar,  grill,  hose,  sled,  old  stove  (B.L. 
McClary  M,  Flo,  London,  Toronto),  wheel  barrow,  canvas  qune  case,  hand- 
made bow  saw,  magazines  (100)  (1930-1958),  vice,  grainding  wheel,  radio 
battery,  tin  cans,  coat  hangers,  rocker  boxes,  fly  swatter,  many  of  the 
tools  and  utensils  are  fashioned  from  wood  and  available  materials, 
sawblades,  etc.  They  used  bacon  rine  as  a  spring  on  the  door  latch,  for 

Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys  instanc 

Paul  Bytell 


Management  data 


Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 
Tall  grass  hides  holes  dug  as  coolers  in  the  area 


Recommendations 

The  cabin  should  be  put  in  the  best  repair  possible  for  use  as 
stop  over  spot  on  river.  The  roof  and  front  right  corner  need 
immediate  work. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Wilson  Creek  Cabins,  N-ll. 

Location  Across  from  mouth  of  Wilson  Creek.  NW1/4  Section  36,  Township 
7S,  Range  29E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

2  cabins,  cache  and  sheds  in  clearing  50'  up  from  river,  tall  grass 
growing  around  buildings. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Older  cabin,  Rogers  Brothers  in  1912. 
Newer  cabin  by  Paul  and  James  Bytell,  1946-1947. 
General  history 

The  early  history  of  the  Rogers  cabin  is  hazy.  They  built  and 
trapped  the  area.  Exactly  when  they  left  is  unknown.  In  1936 
Paul  and  James  Bytell  came  to  Wilson  Creek  and  lived  in  the  Rogers 
cabin,  trappino  and  sniping.  Both  had  been  in  Fortymile  country 
since  the  1920' s  and  after  a  stay  in  Fairbanks  during  the  war 
returned  to  Wilson.  James  was  an  excellent  carpenter  and  in 
1946  they  cut  and  stripped  the  logs  for  a  new  cabin.  The  Bytell 
cabin  now  standing  on  the  Wilson  Creek  site  is  tight  and  sound. 
It  is  the  finest  cabin  on  the  river  and  unique  for  its  dovetail 
corners  and  beautiful  cache  which  was  also  built  during  the  summer 
of  1948.  The  Bytells  also  kept  an  airstrip  on  the  ice  during 
winter,  called  Bytells  landing. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  12'  x  16',  saddle  and  notch,  9'  upright,  sod  over 
pole  roof,  moss  chinking,  5'  overhand  porch.  Door  faces  S  (5'  x  2'9") 
with  screen  door,  windows  (1 '  x  2')  E  and  N,  no  glass. 


Artifacts 

Sleds,  pots,  pans,  ax,  cans,  stool,  netting,  lantern,  coffee  pot,  bunk, 
skillet,  block  plane,  saw,  forks,  cups,  wash  basin,  60  lb.  Klim  milk  can, 
food  cooler  over  door,  steam  point,  shovels,  saw  horse,  dipper,  hand 
made  tea  calendar  1947,  stove  much  like  Bytell  cabin,  Bytells'  name 
noted  on  crate  nailed  to  wall  as  shelf. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 
Roof  about  to  fall  in 


Recommendations 
Artifacts  signs  should  be  posted 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin,  N-12. 

Location  1-1/2  miles  upstream  from  confluence  North  and  South  Forks 
NW1/4  Section  3,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownershiD  status  National  Interest  Land 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  in  trees  at  base  of  rock  hill  about  75'  f 


rom  river, 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history   Rebuilt  and  used  as  trapping  cabin  by  Bytell 
brothers  in  1940's. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin,  ruins,  12'  x  12',  round  notching,  moss  chinked,  8 
logs  hiqh,  door  faces  S  2-1/2'  wide,  window  whipsaw  frame  1'  x  2'. 
One  room  log  cabin  14'  x  20',  notch  and  saddle,  moss  chinking,  plank, 
window  frames  1'  x  2-1/2',  door  faces  S,  pegs  used  as  support. 


Artifacts 

Rusted  cans,  only  surface  items 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate, 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  Pdver 


Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  N-13. 

Location  On  north  bank  at  confluence  of  N  &  S  Forks.  SW1/4  Section  3, 
Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  (J.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska. 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  of  two  cabins  on  bench  above  river  25'. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  10'  x  10',  low  door,  moss  chinking,  flat  pole  roof 

caved  in,  cache  fallen  nearby. 


Artifacts 

Stove  matches,  saw,  ax,  shovel,  snowshoes,  traps,  stretching  boards 

telegraph  wire. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 

Memorandum  -  June  1975. 

Cabin  inventory  along  Middle  and  North  Fork  of  Fortymile  River,  March 

16,  1976,  file  2650.51  (210),  BLM,  Fairbanks  District  Office. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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M-l 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin   M-l 

Location  2  miles  above  Fish  Creek  on  Middle  Fork,  NW1/4  Section  2 
Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-4),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interst  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  off  river  on  right  bank. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 


General  history  \/pru  email  ™^  m„„  +.   -i  • 

j    very   small  one  man  trapline  cabin. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  12'  x  12',  ax  cut  saddle  and  notch,  moss  chinking, 

roof  -  flat,  dog  houses  nearby. 


Artifacts 

Stove  from  55  gallon  drum,  skillet,  sleds,  chamber  pot,  Blazo  cans, 
gold  pan,  ax  handle,  5  gallon  Pearl  oil  cans,  tin  can  dump,  many  Victor 
traps  (no.  0  -  no.  14) 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 

Cabin  inventory  along  Middle  and  North  Fork,  March  16,  1976,  File 

2650.1  (210),  BLM  Fairbanks  District  Office. 


Management  data 


Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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M-2 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin,  M-2. 

Location  Opposite  mouth  of  Pittsburg  Creek.  NE1/4  Section  35,  Township 
5S,  Range  25E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-4),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  in  clearing  on  right  bank  of  river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history   Trappers  cabin. 


■99- 


Architectural  data 

Two  room  log  cabin,  inner  14'  x  15',  outer  room  12'  x  15',  hewn  interior, 

sawn  lumber  on  door  and  window  frames. 


Artifacts 

Scyth  handle,  box  "officer  in  charge  signal  office",  stove  -  U.S.Q.M.D, 
model,  telegraph  wire,  pitch  fork,  tin  sheets  "officer  with  telegraph 
lines  Ft.  Egbert,  detail  cast  hinge,  skillet,  Army  bunk,  chair,  olive 
cabine  box,  sled,  board  printed  "water  ?  creek  April  28-07,  ice  in 
creek  ?  1910,  creek  froze  ?  1910,  first  snow  ?  1910,  repeaters  cut  out" 


Informants ,  references .  location  in  other  surveys 

Cabin  inventory  along  Middle  and  North  Fork,  March  16,  1976,  File 

2650.51  (210),  BLM  Fairbanks  District  Office. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   UAMCATS  Line  cabin,  M-3. 

Location  2  miles  downstream  from  Lousy  Creek.  SE1/4  Section  13, 
Township  5S,  Range  26E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska. 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  on  north  bank. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  U.S.  Army,  approx.  1905. 

General  history   WAMCATS  Line  Cabin,  maintenance  cabin  for  telegraph 


-101 


nnr     rr  "-t-    nr 


my 


/^&£l 


. 


jt 


i 


X 


I 


i 


im^ 


Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  12'  x  14',  moss  chinking,  log  9-12"  dia. 
3-5  logs  standing,  sod  roof  caved  in,  door  face  north  2-1/2'  wide, 
window  faces  E  1  x  2-1/2',  saddle  and  notch. 

Log  Dog  Barn  10  x  10,  25'  north  of  cabin. 


Artifacts 

None  on  surface 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river  up  from  beach 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Possibly  some  interpretive  work  here.  The  sandy  beach  and 
location  are  excellent  for  stopping. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin  and  doghouse  ruins,  F-l. 

Location  1-1/2  mile  down  from  confluence  of  North  and  South  Forks 
NW1/4  Section  2,  Township  8S,  Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  and  doq  barn  ruins  in  sparse  evergreens  on  hill  over  west  bank 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data  Larqe  one  room  log  cabin  -  14-1/2'  x  19-1/2',  moss 
chinking,  saddle  notch,  17  logs  to  peak,  sod  and  pole  roof  -  some  tar- 
paper,  door  2'6"  x  6'2",  faces  NW,  windows  SE  2 ' 10"  x  2'4",  6-pane  glass, 
floor  cache  3'6"  x  2' . 

Small  cabin  -  one  room  log  10-1/2'  x  14',  moss  chinked,  15  logs  to  peak, 
8'6",  door  2'6"  x  6',  faces  NE,  window  SE  1'10"  x  1'6"  bars  over  glass, 
saddle  and  notch. 
Barn  -  16'  x  25',  doors  face  NW  7'5"  x  6'9",  windown  NE  2'10"  x  2'6" 

caved  in  sod  roof,  8'  log  walls,  saddle  and  notch. 

Artifacts 

"Mona"  cook  stove,  windless,  cans  (10),  jars  (3),  bottle,  spice, 
beds  (2),  chain,  Yukon  stove  (sm.  cabin),  rocker  box,  scythe,  mirror 
basin,  stools  (2),  1945  Saturday  Evening  Post,  crowbar,  shovel,  bird 
house,  some  food  -  beans  etc. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Files  -  Haynes  WICHE  Report. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
25  yards  up  from  river,  visible 


Hazards 
Floor  cache  in  large  cabin  beneath  weak  floor  planks 


Recommendations 

Some  interpretive  work  should  be  done  at  Long  Bar  and  artifacts 
signs  should  be  posted. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Long  bar  cabins,  F-2 

Location  3  miles  below  confluence.  NW1/4  Section  36,  Township  7S, 
Range  30E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
2  cabins,  barn,  cache  on  south  bank  of  clearing. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Joe  Brost,  about  1910. 

General  history   Joe  Brost  mined  Jack  Wade  in  1898,  then  moved 
to  the  Fortymile  and  sometime  around  1910  set  up  the  Long  Bar 
Camp.  A  fellow  named  Rosenbush  built  the  smaller  cabin  probably 
in  the  late  1930' s.  John  Powers  used  Long  Bar  for  his  mail  run 
1910-1938  and  it  is  likely  that  the  barn  was  built  for  use  by 
his  horses.  The  clearing  around  supported  a  fine  garden  that  Joe 
kept  through  the  1930's. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  12'  x  15',  4  -  6  logs  standing,  birch  5"  dia 
arowina  inside  walls,  door  2-1/2'  wide  faces  west,  windows  E  and  W 
1'  x  2T. 


Artifacts 

None  on  surface. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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F-3 

Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  F-3 

Location  1  mile  downstream  from  Long  Bar.  Wl/2  Section  20,  Township  7S, 
Range  31E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  off  river  50 '  in  birch  and  poplar  grove. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data   Larae  one  room  log  cabin  -  15'  x  16',  moss  chinking 
saddle  and  notch,  sod  and  pole  roof  caved  in,  10'  overhanging  porch. 

Small  one  room  log  cabin  -  10'  x  15',  with  8'  porch,  flat  sod  roof,  moss 
chinking,  roof  partially  caved  in.  Notches  cut  square,  a  saw  and  draw- 
knife  must  have  been  used.  Doghouses  and  log  crib  7'  x  25'  were  also 
fashioned  from  logs.  ■ 


Artifacts 

Beds  (2),  shoe,  wood  box  marked  "For  American  Mt.  Fortymile  Alaska", 
rocker  box,  riffle  board,  table,  ax  handle,  dishes,  caribou  covered 
chair,  stove,  paper,  magazines  (1935),  bottles  (8),  cans,  rolling  pin, 
skillet,  Yukon  stove,  pick  head,  Fiesta  sage  tin,  standard  gas  crate. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Memorandum,  June  1975. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river 


Hazard* 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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F-4 

Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Forty mile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  F-4 
Location  3  miles  downstream  from  Long  Bar. 

Map  reference 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabins  are  in  dense  poplar  and  spruce,  area  very  overgrown  above  rocky 
beach. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  11'  x  12',  saddle  and  notch,  unstripped  logs  hewn  on 
inside,  pole  and  sod  flat  roof  caved  in,  floor  dirt  and  dug  out  about  18", 
moss  chinking  and  poles.  Door  faces  east  2-1/2'  x  4-1/2',  windows 
north  and  south  Zv   x  2-1/2'.  Sawed  plank  door  frame.  Tree  with  nails 
driven  in  around  trunk  may  have  been  one  leg  cache. 


Artifacts 

Bed,  fryinq  pan  with  holes  put  in  it,  cans,  pots,  chair,  coveralls, 
stovepipe. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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F-5 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin,  F-5. 
Location  4  miles  above  O'Brien  Creek 

Map  reference 

Land  ownership  status 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  facing  east 'from  poplar  grove,  50'  from  river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history   Very  small  flat  roofed  cabin  in  unusual  location 
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Architectural  data 

One  .room  log  cabin  ruins  10-1/2'  x  13' ,  5  -  6  logs  high,  approx.  6" 
dia.,  notch  and  saddle,  caved  in  sod  and  pole  roof,  moss  chinking, 
windows  NW  1 '  x  2' ,  SE  T  x  1 ' . 


Artifacts 

None  on  surface 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate. 
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F-6 
Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin  ruins,  F-6. 
Location  2-1/4  mile  above  O'Brien  Creek. 

Map  reference 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  ruins  50  yards  from  river  in  dense  birch  and  poplar,  facing  SW, 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  9'  x  14-1/2',  11  logs  high,  approx.  10',  moss  chinking, 
saddle  and  notch,  flat  crisscross  3  layer  pole  and  sod  roof,  tin  and 
canvas  in  places,  door  5'5"  x  2'4"  faces  N,  sawed  plank  frame  doors  and 
windows,  windows  W  2-1/2'  x  2-1/2',  no  glass,  windows  S  1'  x  2-1/2', 
frame  only. 


Artifacts 

Boots,  cans  (8),  bed,  sluicebox  and  riffle  board,  gas  crate,  5  gallon 
cans,  battery,  sawblade. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Files 


Management  data 

Accessibility 

'.Jet  walk  up  creek,  not  visible  from  river. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Al low  to  deteriorate 


•117- 


F-7 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Polly  Creek  cabin,  F-7 

Location  100  yards  up  Polly  Creek  on  E  bank.  SE1/4  Section  17, 
Township  7S,  Range  32E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l  )  ,  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  built  above  bog  next  to  rock  face. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  J.  Wm.  Durall  ,  C.  1936 

General  historv 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  18'  x  18',  saddle  and  notch,  moss  chinking, 
door  2-1/2'  wide  faces  north,  logs  approx.  8"  dia,  sod  and  pole  with 
canvas  roof  caved  in.  Many  nails  used. 


Artifacts 

"Caribou"  cook  stove,  stovepipe,  hand  saw,  2  whip  saws,  barrel  hoops, 

5  gallon  tin  cans,  handmade  bunk  6'  x  2'10". 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
U.S.  Government  artifacts  signs  should  be  posted 


■119- 


F-8 


Historical  Resource   Inventory,    Fortymile   River 


Name   and  number      Cabin   ruins,    F-8. 

Location    2-1/4  miles  below  O'Brien  Creek.     SE1/4  Section  22,  Township  75, 
Range  32E,   Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference     U.S.G.S.    Eagle    (B-l),   Alaska 
Land  ownership  status    National    Interest  Land 

Site   description,  position,   surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  ruins  in  clearing  off  river  60'    facing  north. 


Condition:    good,    fair,   deteriorated,   ruins 
Historical   data 

Date   and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Two  room  log  cabin  26'  x  12-1/2',  saddle  and  notch,  rear  room  added  on 
as  lean-to,  cement  and  moss  chinking,  1/2  hewn,  sod  and  tin  peaked 
roof,  millcut  plank  floor  and  door  frames,  door  faces  south  2'7"  x  6'1", 
window  east  5-1/2'  x  2-1/2'  double  glass,  large  room  16'  x  12-1/2', 
larger  cabin  immediately  in  front  of  standing  cabin  under  construction. 


Artifacts 

Three  stoves  (Yukon,  barrel,  and  cook),  wheel  barrow,  ax,  shovel,  saws, 
eggbeater,  bucket,  old  barrel,  many  items  belonging  to  recent  occupant. 
The  cabin  has  been  recently  torn  up  by  bear. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Neil  Thurneau  and  BLM  Files 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
100'  up  from  river  visible 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Cabin  may  or  may  not  be  inhabited 
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F-9 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin,  F-9. 

Location  On  west  bank  mouth  of  Flat  Creek.  SE1/4  Section  23,  Township  7S 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabins  100'  from  river  in  poplar  and  birch,  facing  river  (south). 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  ruins  10'  x  12',  2  logs  up  9"  dia,  saddle  and  notch. 


Artifacts 

Yukon  stove,  sluice  box,  stool,  sled,  some  tin,  bunkbed,  3-cornered 

bookshelf,  barrel  hoops,  nails. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Barely  visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate. 
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F-10 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Cabin  ruins,  F-10 
i 

Location  1/2  mile  below  Flat  Creek.  SE1/4  Section  23,  Township  7S, 

Range  32E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Ruins  on  east  bank,  up  50'  from  river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Roadhouse  two  story  log  building  approx.  20'  x  65'  ,  logs  9"  -  12"  dia, 

lean-to  south  side  15'  x  15',  door  faces  east. 


Artifacts 

List  was  not  compiled,  current  owner  has  collected  many  valuable 

artifacts  with  care  and  affection.  The  authors  found  Mr.  Thurneau 

to  be  a  source  of  endless  historical  information  and  very   interested 

in  the  protection  and  improvement  of  Steele  Creek,  provided  the  project 

is  such  that  the  character  and  the  style  he  recalls  and  lives  is 

preserved. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Neil  Thurneau  and  Josie 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Contact  be  made  with  Mr.  Thurneau  and  future  planning  include 
his  concepts  of  Steele  Creek's  future. 
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F-ll 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Steele  Creek,  F-ll 

Location  At  mouth  of  Steele  Creek.  NW1/4  Section  31,  Township  7S, 
Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska. 

Land  ownership  status  valid  claim  to  Neil  Thurneau. 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Roadhouse  at  mouth  of  creek,  3  cabins. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  C.  1907 

General  history   Steele  Creek  Roadhouse  was  a  post  office  from 
1907  to  1951.  It  was  on  John  Powers'  mail  run  and  was  the  major 
stopover  and  meeting  place  on  the  lower  Fortymile.  In  addition 
to  the  attraction  of  mail  and  supplies,  Steele  Creek  was  the 
site  of  holiday  festivities  and  dances  on  the  river  until  WWII. 
The  overland  route  from  Eagle  to  Chicken  ran  through  Steele  Creek 
until  the  construction  of  the  Taylor  Highway. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  12'xl5',  saddle  and  notch,  stripped  logs,  moss 
chinking,  8"  dia.  logs,  12  logs  to  peak,  whipsaw  cut  plank  floor, 
window  and  door  frames,  pole  planks  and  sod  roof,  some  tin  around 
stovepipe,  roof  starting  to  fall  in  SE  corner,  door  2' 6"  x  5' 6"  faces 
east,  41  overhand  porch,  interior  hewn  and  cardboard  over  windows 
N  and  W  2'  x  2-1/2'  ,  no  glass. 

Artifacts 

Tobacco  cans  (3),  milk  cans,  jars,  bottles,  hose,  hosefittings,  sluice 
box  sections,  riffles,  shovels,  Yukon  stove,  barrel  hoops,  pick  heads, 
B.C.  stove,  coffee  pots,  basin,  beds,  bench,  knife,  forks  (3),  file, 
ladder,  cam  opening,  door  knob,  pans  (3). 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 
Neil  Thurneau  and  BLM  files. 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river. 


Hazards 
Deep  floor  cache  and  weak  floor  planks 


Recommendations 
U.S.  Government  artifacts  sign  should  be  posted 
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F-12 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin,  F-12 

Location  On  right  south  bank  at  low  end  of  Bonanza  Bar.  SW1/4 
Section  34,  Township  7S,  Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  facing  south  on  corner  of  large  tundra  field. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history   Possibly  the  cabin  mentioned  by  Herbert  Heller 
in  Sourdouqh  Saaas. 
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Architectural  data 

Two  room  log  cabin  25'  x  12',  saddle  and  notch,  moss  and  pole  chinking, 
pole,  sod  and  tin  roof,  windows  each  wall  3'6"  x  2',  6-pane  glass, 
door  faces  south  5'6"  x  2'6"  screen  door. 


Artifacts 

The  cabin  was  being  lived  in  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  We  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  attempt  to  compile  a  complete  list  at  that  time. 
Some  items  of  interest  were:  grave  markers  for  John  Clifton  and  William 
Timany,  rifle  mechanism,  some  bottles,  and  a  pair  of  snowshoes. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Neil  Thurneau 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

This  cabin  is  in  quite  good  shape,  however  it  is  currently 
inhabited.  Some  clarification  is  needed  on  cabin  status  before 
planning  can  proceed. 
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F-13 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Cabin,  F-13. 

Location  1  mile  downstream  from  Bonanza  Bar.  NE1/4  Section  3,  Township  8S, 
Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position^  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  on  bench  501  from  river   in  clearing. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Durall,  1930's. 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  12'6"  x  15',  saddle  and  notch,  unstripped  logs, 
14  logs  high,  approx.  7  -  10"  dia,  moss  chinking,  pole  and  sod  roof, 
hewn  interior,  millcut  plank  door  and  window  frames,  floor  was  plank 
but  has  been  removed.  Door  2' 3"  x  4' 8"  faces  west.  Window  N  and  S 
2'2"  x  2'10".  Cache  on  ground,  9'  x  10',  sod  and  visqueen  roof  built 
recently. 

Artifacts 

1930's  magazines,  caribou  stove  door,  skillet,  riffle  board,  sluice 
box,  shovel,  wire,  Hills  Bros.  Coffee  can,  watch. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Mineral   claim. 
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F-14 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Cabin  and  cache,  F-14 

Location  opposite  the  mouth  of  Canyon  Creek.  SW1/4  Section  2, 
Township  8S,  Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 


Map  reference  (J.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-l  ) ,  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  facing  west  from  clearing,  40  yards  from  river 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history   Unknown 
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Architectural  data  Exterior  data  only 

New  Cabin  -  two  room  log  cabin  12'  x  20',  saddle  and  notch,  unstripped 

logs  8  -  10"  dia . ,  mo-s  and  rag  chinking,  pole,  sod,  and  tin  r-of,  4' 

porch  door  faces  east  2-1/2'  x  5 ' 1" . 

Older  Cabin  -  One  room  log  cabin  14'  x  18',  door  faces  south,  porch 

10'  x  10'  to  west,  saddle  and  notch,  moss  chinking,  pole,  sod  and  tin 

roof,  window  south  2-1/2'  x  2'. 

Cache  -  8'  x  8'  on  10'  logs,  tin  roof. 

Artifacts 

3  drawknives,  3  log  picks,  packboard,  handsaws  (5),  whipsaw,  meatgrinder 
coffeepot,  shovels  (3),  wood  pulleys,  horseshoe,*  wood  spoon,  barrel, 
ladder,  Yukon  stove,  steam  points  (2),  frying  pans,  saw  blade,  rocker 
box,  sawhorse,  2  axes,  cable,  forge,  hammer,  pick,  grinding  wheel,  dog 
sled,  2  wash  tubs,  oil  drum,  drill  press,  bow  saw,  cans. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
50  yards  and  visible  from  river,  cat  trail  cut, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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F-15 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Inhabited  cabin,  F-15 

Location  3/4  mile  below  deadmans  island  left  bank.  NW1/4  Section  1, 
Township  8S,  Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabins  in  tailings  built  in  clearing  off  river  35  yards. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  18'  x  12',  saddle  and  notch,  moss  chinking,  8"  dia. 
logs,  8'  ceiling,  unstripped  logs,  hewn  interior,  plank  floor,  pole, 
and  sod  roof  caved  in  MW  corner,  porch  5'  tin  roof,  door  faces  east 
2'5"  x  5',  windows  each  wall  2'  x  2',  wire  mesh  over  glass.  Outhouse 
20  yards  to  east. 


Artifacts 

Jewel  cook  stove,  food  and  jars,  traps  #3  (8),  skillet,  fishing  reel, 
grater,  muffin  tin,  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  1942,  Bible,  tobacco  cans, 
potato  peeler,  handsaw,  handmade  chair,  clothes,  sleeping  bag,  stovepipe, 
bread  pans,  lantern,  mirror,  coffeepot,  plates,  boots,  pitch  fork, 
chair,  rocker  box. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Neil  Thurneau 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Visible  from  river. 


Hazards 
The  roof  is  going  in  SE  corner,  ^/ery   weak. 

Recommendations 
The  cabin  is  quite  far  gone,  but  the  stove  should  be  saved 
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F-16 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Smith  Creek  Cabin,  F-16 

Location  100  yards  downstream  and  opposite  mouth  of  Smith  Creek 
NW1/4  Section  31,  Township  7S,  Range  34E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  facing  east  from  edge  of  clearing  above  river  50  yards. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Buz  Sinclair,  c.  1930 

General  history   Sinclair  and  his  wife  lived  here  until  the  mid 
1950' s.  The  cabin  looks  as  though  a  bear  has  gotten  in  recently 
There  is  a  huge  Jewel  cook  stove  inside. 
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Architectural  data 

Canvas  cabin  frame  15'  x  15',  plank  and  2x4  frame  with  shed  next  to 

it,  plank  floor,  some  canvas  still  present. 


Artifacts 

mukluk,  3  bottles,  55  gallon  drums,  magazines  1946,  boots,  cups, 

coffeepot,  rat  poison,  beer  bottle,  evaporated  milk  carton,  stovepipe 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river. 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate. 
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F-17 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number   Eldons  Camp,  F-17 

Location  Sl/2  Section  30,  Township  7S,  Range  34E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Canvas  summer  cabin  in  tailing  above  river  100'. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 

General  history   Canvas  cabin  probably  only  used  one  or  two 
seasons  in  summer  only. 
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Architectural  data 

No  structural  evidence  of  the  buildings  remain  other  than  indentations 


Artifacts 

Complete  small  bulldozer,  mfd.  by  Cleveland  Tractor  Co.  steam  engine 
parts,  mowing  machine,  sled  for  tractor,  Yukon  si:ove,  metal  bedframe, 
whipsaw  blade,  stove  parts,  pipe  tap,  tea  kettle,  fry  pan,  pan,  double 
boiler,  saw  blade,  steam  shovel  bucket,  16'  boiler  pipe  wrench,  steam 
valve,  elbow  1-1/2"  pipe. 


Informants ,  references ,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Clearing  behind  dense  growth  along  river  bank, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Contacts  should  be  made  into  the  historical  value  of  the  bull 
dozer  at  the  site. 
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F-18 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Moose  Creek,  F-18 

Location  On  north  bank  at  mouth  of  Moose  Creek.  SE1/4  Section  20, 
Township  7S,  Range  34E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Land 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Tall  grass  on  fields  that  once  were  the  site  of  the  Moose  Creek  Customs 
House. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins   indentations 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Built  prior  to  1905  as  U.S.  Customs  station 

General  history 

Little  is  known  about  the  roadhouse  at  Moose  Creek,  such  as  when 

it  was  built,  by  whom,  etc.  It  was  being  run  in  1938  by  Justis 

El  don,  after  whom  the  airstrip  near  Moose  Creek  was  named. 

Personal  Interview  with  Bob  McComb 
November  19,  1974 
Conducted  by  Roger  Trimble 

Additionally:  It  is  assumed  that  the  roadhouse  was  burned  down 
by  Harvey  Garheart,  a  miner  in  the  area  who  burned  all  the  remain- 
ing structures  at  the  Moose  Creek  site  one  spring.  He  had  a 
terrible  case  of  spring  fever  and  just  started  putting  things  to 
torch. 
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Architectural  data 

One  room  log  cabin  15'  x  15',  4'  overhang  porch,  moss  and  plaster 
chinking,  logs  hewn  inside  newspaper  covered,  plank  floor,  8'  ceiling 
logs  8  -  10"  dia.  Door  faces  east  2'  x  4'10",  pole  and  sod  roof,  some 
tin,  windows  each  wall  3'  x  3',  6-pane  glass,  some  intact. 


Artifacts 

Bottles,  pan,  1/2  full  tea  tin,  moosehide  covered  chair,  table,  2  bunks, 
Societie  candy,  block  plane,  1934  Collier  magazine,  1938  calendar,  tea 
kettle,  coffeepot,  rock  iron,  lantern  chimney,  tin  plates,  suitcase, 
bow  saw,  basin,  stool,  Rogers  golden  syrup,  knives,  forks,  spoons, 
Copenhagen  snuff,  skillet,  tobacco  can,  Mentelatum  jar,  clock  face, 
wash  board,  battery,  horseshoe,  sledge  hammer,  bird  wings  over  door, 
barrel . 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


Management  data 

Accessibility 
Not  visible  from  river, 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Possibly  some   interpretive  work  here 
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F-19 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number   Larsens  Cabin,  F-19 

Location  Across  river  from  Moose  Creek.  SE1/4  Section  20,  Township  7S, 
Range  34E,  Fairbanks  Meridian. 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-l),  Alaska 

Land  ovmership  status 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
In  small  clearing  up  70'  from  river. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Louie  Larsen 

General  history  LQuis  Upsen  lived  here  during  the  1930.Si 

"E.A.  Robertson,  Eagle','  and  crate  addressed  to  "H.H.  Ross, 
Moose  Creek,  Ak."  via  Skagway. 
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The  cabin  immediately  opposite  the  mouth  of  Napolean  Creek  (S-ll,  this 
survey)  is  a  prime  candidate  for  immediate  stabilization.  The  cabin  is 
basically  sound  and  is  in  a  perfect  location  for  providing  information 
on  Napolean  Creek  which  was  mined  1888  to  1960.  A  map  of  Napolean  Creek 
from  the  mouth  upstream  for  three  miles  plus  a  brief  history  of  the 
area's  mining  activity  could  be  displayed  in  the  cabin.  Immediate 
repairs  to  the  south  side  of  the  roof  should  be  performed  as  well  as  the 
replacement  of  broken  windows  or  simply  covering  the  openings  with 
visqueen. 

One  of  the  cabins  along  Napolean  Creek  (S-9)  also  has  potential  for 
restoration.  The  roof  leak  beginning  with  the  removal  of  the  stove  pipe 
has  already  advanced  to  the  point  where  the  plank  floor  has  suffered 
significant  water  damage.   Immediate  action  is  required  if  this  structure 
is  to  be  retained. 

The  Franklin  schoolhouse  (S-15)  should  also  be  stabilized.  While  plans 
are  negotiated  for  future  projects  at  Franklin,  the  schoolhouse  should 
receive  immediate  attention  to  prevent  further  decay.  Protective 
measures  would  hopefully  save  it  from  the  same  fate  as  the  roadhouse, 
the  roof  of  which  collapsed  last  year.  Antiquities  law  signs  should  be 
displayed  at  Franklin  to  deter  the  practice  of  cutting  fire  wood  from 
the  walls  of  the  roadhouse. 

Another  potential  interpretive  site  is  Eckstein's  cabin  (S-23).  The 
walls  of  both  the  cabin  and  the  barn  are  basically  sound,  but  the  cabin 
roof  has  collapsed  and  the  barn  roof  is  separating  at  the  peak.   It 
would  be  desirable  to  prevent  further  decay  of  the  barn,  even  if  no 
interpretation  is  done  at  this  site. 

A  potential  stopover  cabin  is  located  one-half  mile  below  the  confluence 
of  the  North  Fork  and  South  Fork.   It  is  the  only  sound  cabin  in  the 
immediate  area,  and  a  trail  leads  to  it  from  the  confluence,  a  popular 
camping  place.  The  roof  leaks,  but  is  still  up.  The  cabin  is  deter- 
iorating and  needs  immediate  work  if  it  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  only  structures  with  real  interpretive  potential  between  the  con- 
fluence and  the  take-out  point  at  Mile  Post  112  of  the  Taylor  Highway 
are  the  Long  Bar  Cabins  (F-2).  With  the  exception  of  the  barn,  the 
structures  are  in  good  condition.  However,  the  floor  of  the  main  cabin 
is  not  sound,  and  the  floor  of  the  cache  is  flooded.  This  should  be 
remedied  if  for  no  other  reason  than  safety. 

Some  of  the  more  remote  stretches  of  the  Fortymile  River  have  historic 
resources  which  should  be  protected,  although  they  are  less  subject  to 
human  encroachment.  The  cabin  of  the  Bytell  brothers  at  Wilson  Creek 
(N-ll)  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  log  cabin  in  the  Fortymile  River 
basin.  It  is  in  good  condition,  but  the  roof  is  beginning  to  leak.  The 
tarpaper  roof  should  be  repaired  next  season  and  the  advice  of  a  re- 
storation architect  obtained  for  further  foundation  work  and  floor 
rehabilitation. 
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Recommendations 


While  river  traffic  may  not  warrant  extensive  interpretive  develop- 
ments at  this  time,  immediate  protective  action  is  necessary  to  insure 
that  the  materials  for  such  developments  are  not  lost  to  natural  decay 
or  to  vandalism.  The  authors  feel  that  their  observations  from  this 
phase  of  the  historical  inventory  may  be  of  some  use  in  dealing  with 
the  complex  river  management  problems  which  confront  the  BLM. 

The  area  of  most  critical  concern  is  that  stretch  of  the  South  Fork 
from  the  canoe  landing  at  Mile  Post  75  of  the  Taylor  Highway  to  the 
access  point  at  Mile  Post  112.  This  is  the  most  heavily  visited  area 
and  comparisons  with  the  more  remote  river  areas  indicate  that  problems 
with  vandalism  and  the  removal  of  historical  artifacts  are  greater. 
It  is  likely  that  many  souvenir  hunters  are  simply  ignorant  of  the 
antiquities  law  and  efforts  should  be  made  to  enlighten  the  thought- 
less recreationist.  A  small  interpretive  display  at  the  South  Fork 
canoe  landing  stressing  federal  guardianship  of  all  artifacts  could 
contribute  towards  more  responsible  conduct  by  recreationists.  The 
display  could  include  representative  items  such  as  a  pick,  trap,  pow- 
dered milk  can,  tobacco  can,  and  a  small  hand  tool.  The  short  written 
text  should  emphasize  that  one  can  expect  to  see  numerous  similar 
items  along  the  river  and  that  they  should  be  left  for  the  enjoyment 
of  all.  The  message  should  also  be  included  in  a  river  guide  brochure 
suggested  in  the  long-range  interpretive  plan. 

Basis  stabilization  efforts  for  those  cabins  along  the  South  Fork 
being  considered  for  interpretive  centers  or  stop-over  points  should 
be  conducted  during  the  1977  season  if  possible.  While  extensive 
restorations  will  require  detailed  architectural  studies,  minimal 
protective  measures  can  be  handled  by  BLM  personnel.  The  single  most 
important  element  of  all  the  structures  is  the  roof.  Restoration 
experts  as  well  as  area  residents  familiar  with  log  construction  say 
that  these  structures  will  last  almost  indefinitely  if  the  roofs  do 
not  leak.  But  once  leaks  develop,  deterioration  advances  rapidly  and 
the  roof  will  collapse  within  a  very   few  years  exposing  other  structural 
elements  to  the  weather.  Maintaining  the  roofs  of  the  cabins  which 
might  eventually  be  further  upgraded  would  greatly  reduce  the  effort 
and  expense  of  those  undertakings.  Repairs  with  tarpaper,  sod,  and 
tin,  while  not  necessarily  condoned  by  restoration  purists,  could 
easily  be  performed  and  easily  corrected  if  necessary.  Rebuilding 
a  collapsed  cabin  presents  a  far  greater  problem.  Maintenance  of  a 
few  cabins  not  considered  for  restoration  would  be  highly  commendable, 
providing  emergency  shelter  for  winter  travelers.  Antiquities  law 
signs  should  be  posted  at  all  cabin  sites,  preferably  not  on  the 
structure  itself.  Signs  should  be  conspicuous  enough  to  get  the 
message  across  while  not  needlessly  detracting  from  the  setting. 
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Nameless  Creek,  S-13 

Cans  (9) 

Files  (2) 

Rasps  (2) 

Bottles  (2) 

Tea  Kettle,  blue  and  white  porcelain 

Cup,  Saucer  and  Plate 

Lamp  Base,  chrome 

Picks  (2) 

Ax 

Whip  Saw 

North  Fork  Telegraph,  N-2 

Rocker  Box 

Kink  Cabin,  N-8 


Rake 

Ax 

Steam  point 

Little  Dipper  Dredge, 

S- 

-20 

Ore  scales 

Bytell 's  Lower  Cabin, 

N- 

■12 

Sleds  (2) 

Larsen's  Cabin,  F-19 

Tea  Kettle,  chrome 

Bread  Box 

Mirror 

Tools: 

Block  Plane 
Metal  Plane 
Keyhole  Saw 
Bucksaw 
Spokeshave 
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The  North  Fork  telegraph  station  (N-2)  is  in  a  state  of  ruins,  but  a 
more  recent  cabin  is  nearby.   Interpretive  potential  is  minimal,  but 
antiquities  law  signs  should  be  posted  due  to  the  large  number  of 
artifacts  in  the  area.  The  more  fragile  artifacts  including  wooden- 
handled  tools  could  be  removed  to  the  newer  cabin  for  protection. 
Its  location  above  the  confluence  of  the  Middle  Fork  and  the  North  Fork 
makes  canoe  access  possible  only  by  helicopter,  and  few  people  hike  into 
the  area.  Protective  measures  are  therefore  not  as  pressing. 

The  river  corridor  below  the  bridge  at  Mile  Post  112  of  the  Taylor 
Highway  includes  the  historic  Steele  Creek  Roadhouse.  Contact  with  Neil 
Thurneau,  present  owner,  should  be  maintained  concerning  the  history  and 
potential  restoration  of  the  roadhouse. 

Nothing  remains  of  the  Moose  Creek  Customs  House  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  However,  many  machine  relics  are  at  the  site  including  a  complete 
bulldozer.  The  machine  was  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  and  is  quite 
small  by  today's  standards  as  the  tracks  are  only  eight  inches  in  width. 
It  was  steered  by  a  wheel  rather  than  the  clutch  levers  of  later  models. 
It  is  in  remarkably  good  condition  and  its  significance  in  engineering 
history  should  be  clarified.  BLM  should  contact  the  Smithsonian  Instit- 
ute for  information  on  the  early  track  vehicles  manufactured  by  the 
Cleveland  Tractor  Company. 

The  most  pressing  problems  with  artifact  protection  hinges  on  the 
necessity  for  a  definite  policy  decision  by  the  BLM.  Alternatives 
include  leaving  all  artifacts  in  place,  removing  particular  items  to 
museums,  and  extensive  removal  of  artifacts  to  storage  area.  The 
desire  to  leave  all  articles  out  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  is  commendable, 
but  many  valuable  museum  pieces  would  be  destroyed  by  the  elements  or 
lost  to  collectors  and  vandals.  Removing  large  numbers  of  artifacts  to 
storage  areas  would  diminish  the  historical  aura  of  the  area  and  create 
a  great  curatorial  management  problem.  The  potential  exists  for  arti- 
facts to  deteriorate  in  storage  without  being  enjoyed  by  anyone.  The 
authors  feel  that  artifacts  should  be  removed  only  with  some  useful 
purpose  in  mind.  The  more  fragile  and/or  unique  items  not  removed  for 
display  purposes  should  at  least  be  moved  to  the  nearest  shelter  for 
protection.  At  any  rate,  effective  management  of  these  items  is  con- 
tingent upon  a  definite  policy  decision  which  would  establish  guidelines 
for  area  management. 

The  artifacts  collected  August  13  are  now  housed  at  the  Fortymile  Area 
Headquarters.  A  tag  identifying  the  location  from  which  it  was  taken  is 
attached  to  each  item.  Some  of  the  pieces  may  eventually  be  displayed 
in  museums  or  interpretive  centers.  In  the  mean  time,  professional 
advice  of  a  curator  should  be  obtained  to  determine  the  significance  of 
the  various  pieces  and  to  develop  appropriate  storage  methods.  Forty- 
mile  Headquarters  should  contact  Dawson  Lodge  #1  of  the  Yukon  Order  of 
Pioneers  in  Dawson  City,  Yukon  Territory,  Canada  concerning  the  Y.O.O.P. 
sash  found  at  Larsen's  Cabin,  F-19.  The  current  president  of  the  lodge 
is  Alvin  Close.  A  list  of  the  collected  items  according  to  place  of 
collection  appears  below. 
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Larsen's  Cabin  (continued) 

Box  of  assorted  domestic  items: 

5  Bottles,  ENO  Fruit,  Salt,  PD&Co.,  Whitehorse  Distilleries 

Amocat  Lemon  Extract   2  unidentified 

Lipton  Tea  Tin 

Royal  Baking  Soda  Tin 

Dixie  Plug  Cut  Can 

Kodak  Film  Box 

China  dish,  5  inch  diameter,  oval 

2  Menthol atum  Jars 

Round  Gold  Shield  Tea  Tins 

Ogdens  Fine  Cut  Tobacco  Tin  Round 

Tim  of  Al spice  Amocat 

Jar  Carters  Blue  Rex  Ink 

2  Forks,  5  knives 

Iron  (head  only) 

Bread  Pan 

Thermometer 

Large  Whiskey  Bottle 

Yukon  Order  of  Pioneers  sash 

Health  book  printed  in  Swedish:  Pastor  Heumanns  Hemmets  Hal  so-Book 
by  Pastor  L.  Heumann.  L.  Heumann  &  Co.,  Inc.  34  East  12th 
Street,  New  York  City.  Printed  1932. 

Papers  found  inside  health  book  include  a  subscription  blank  for 
stock  in  Pacific  Prospectors,  Incorporated,  Fort  Gamble, 

Washington,  a  letter  to  Mr.  Math.  Herm ,  Eagle,  Alaska,  and 

an  advertisement  letter  from  William  R.  Thurston,  33  West  42nd 
Street,  New  York. 

Correspondence  with  academic  and  historical  organizations  concerning 
the  Fortymile  area  should  be  maintained,  particularly  with  the  history 
departments  of  the  Univeristy  of  Alaska  and  the  University  of  Washington 
and  the  Eagle  Historical  Society.  Informal  contact  with  the  present 
curator  of  the  Dawson  City  Museum,  Cathy  Janes,  indicates  that  the 
potential  for  cooperative  efforts  with  the  Fortymile  Area  certainly 
exists.  Advice  for  the  treatment  of  the  artifacts  collected  during 
this  study  should  be  sought  from  any  of  the  organizations  listed  above. 

Reference  material  at  the  Fortymile  Area  Office  is  somewhat  lacking 
at  this  time.  Works  cited  in  the  bibliography  of  this  report  should 
be  considered  for  acquisition.  There  are  hundreds  of  photographs  in 
the  office,  both  historical  and  contemporary,  but  there  is  little 
organization  to  most  of  the  various  collections.  Many  of  the  photo- 
graphs are  quite  significant  and  useful,  and  the  task  of  identifying 
and  cataloging  them  should  begin  as  soon  as  possible.  One  temporary 
employee,  possibly  a  W.I.C.H.E.  intern,  should  be  directed  towards 
this  end  during  the  1977  season. 
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Initial  orientation  for  researchers  not  familiar  with  the  area  should 
include  a  drive  for  the  full  length  of  the  Taylor  Highway  with  the 
project  supervisor.  The  two  days  needed  for  the  round  trip  could  be 
well  spent  discussing  project  objectives  while  the  researchers  acquire 
some  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  area.  When  possible  a  tour  of  the  area 
by   plane  would  also  be  of  value  to  new  interns. 

The  next  logical  step  in  the  historical  resource  inventory  is  to 
investigate  the  smaller  drainages  of  the  Fortymile  inventory.  U.S.G.S. 
maps  indicate  mining,  tailings,  and  structures  along  several  creeks. 
Chances  are  that  these  more  isolated  areas  possess  significant  arti- 
facts which  have  not  been  tampered  with  by  visitors.  Some  of  the  sites 
such  as  the  one  approximately  five  miles  up  Uhler  Creek  (see  U.S.G.S. 
Eagle  (A-2)  quadrangle)  could  be  reached  by  hiking  up  the  creek  from 
the  South  Fork  or  hiking  west  from  the  Taylor  Highway.  This  could 
probably  be  better  determined  from  aerial  photographs.  This  site  and 
others  could  also  be  inspected  and  documented  by  Fire  Control  personnel 
using  a  helicopter  during  a  calm  fire  season.  The  team  would  preferably 
include  a  historian. 

The  feasibility  of  conducting  reconnaissance  float  trips  on  the  Mos- 
quito, Dennison,  and  West  Forks  should  be  determined.  These  areas 
are  best  navigated  during  periods  of  high  water.  Logging  Cabin  Creek 
may  be  more  easily  inventoried  by  hiking  from  the  Taylor  Highway 
which  parallels  the  creek  at  a  distance  of  about  one-half  mile. 
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A  color  slide  library  should  also  be  created  in  the  area  office.  Color 
imagery  of  structures  in  heavily  vegetated  areas  is  much  more  revealing 
than  the  black-and-white.  Black-and-white  photographs  are  useful 
for  publication  purposes,  but  color  slides  can  easily  be  projected 
at  a  scale  larger  than  standard  sized  prints  for  detail  analysis. 
Color  prints  can  always  be  made  from  slides  if  necessary  while  the 
opposite  process  produces  a  slide  of  inferior  quality.  However, 
reasonably  good  slides  can  be  made  from  color  negatives.  Slides  may 
also  prove  to  be  valuable  for  presentation  purposes. 

As  the  historical  resource  inventory  continues,  thought  should  be 
given  to  coordinating  the  field  studies  with  the  oral  history  project. 
Area  residents  are  the  best  source  of  information  on  specific  cabins, 
and  the  authors  found  a  great  deal  of  pertinent  information  from  the 
tapes  made  this  summer.  The  interviewer  was  also  a  tremendous  help 
and  welcomed  specific  questions  on  the  Fortymile  Area  to  ask  his  in- 
formants. This  coordinated  effort  evolved  near  the  end  of  the  project, 
and  the  possibilities  of  further  coordinated  projects  became  apparent. 
If  the  oral  history  project  is  continued,  the  interviewer  could  attempt 
to  find  out  more  about  the  cabins  located  in  this  inventory  for  which 
there  is  little  historical  information.  As  more  cabins  are  located 
through  field  studies,  they  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
interviewer  so  that  the  given  area  can  be  more  thoroughly  researched. 

Another  possibility  for  learning  more  about  Fortymile  cabins  from 
long-time  residents  is  to  involve  one  or  more  of  them  in  the  field 
work.  If  a  good  informant  is  willing  to  accompany  researchers  on 
float  trips  or  automobile  tours  to  potential  historic  sites,  the  BLM 
should  make  provisions  for  this.  The  authors  suggest  that  the  Forty- 
mile  Area  Office  contact  Fred  Terwilliger  of  Tok,  Alaska  about  the 
possibility  of  participating  in  the  study  or  recommending  someone  who 
might  be  interested  in  doing  so. 

Whether  non-employees  are  involved  in  the  field  work  or  not,  better 
communications  with  field  teams  should  definitely  be  developed, 
particularly  when  researchers  are  in  remote  areas.  No  contact  was 
made  with  the  authors  for  six  days  when  working  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  North  Fork  where  there  are  at  least  two  dangerous  sets  of 
rapids  and  unfortunate  encounters  with  bears  or  other  animals  are 
certainly  possible.  Researchers  should  be  contacted  daily  or  every 
other  day  by  radio  or  at  least  observed  from  the  air  for  safety 
reasons.  Such  communication  would  also  expedite  transportation 
arrangements  at  the  end  of  field  trips. 

Part  of  the  communication  problem  may  be  attributed  to  a  lack  of 
coordination  between  the  various  divisions  of  the  Fortymile  area 
work  force.  The  authors  found  Fire  Control  personnel  to  be  quite 
cooperative  once  the  nature  of  the  field  work  was  explained.  Such 
coordination  should  be  performed  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  during 
orientation. 
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This  intern  report  was  read  and  accepted  by  a  staff  member  at: 
Agency:    Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Address:   Tok,  Alaska  99780 

This  report  was  completed  by  a  WICHE  intern.  This  intern's  project 
was  part  of  the  Resources  Development  Internship  Program  administered  by 
the  Western  Interstate  Commission  for  Higher  Education  (WICHE). 

The  purpose  of  the  internship  program  is  to  bring  organizations 
involved  in  community  and  economic  development,  environmental  problems  and 
the  humanities  together  with  institutions  of  higher  education  and  their 
students  in  the  West  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

For  these  organizations,  the  intern  program  provides  the  problem- 
solving  talents  of  student  manpower  while  making  the  resources  of  univer- 
sities and  colleges  more  available.  For  institutions  of  higher  education, 
the  program  provides  relevant  field  education  for  their  students  while 
building  their  capacity  for  problem-solving. 

WICHE  is  an  organization  in  the  West  uniquely  suited  for  sponsoring 
such  a  program.  It  is  an  interstate  agency  formed  by  the  thirteen  western 
states  for  the  specific  purpose  of  relating  the  resources  of  higher  educa- 
tion to  the  needs  of  western  citizens.  WICHE  has  been  concerned  with  a 
broad  range  of  community  needs  in  the  West  for  some  time,  insofar  as  they 
bear  directly  on  the  well-being  of  western  peoples  and  the  future  of 
higher  education  in  the  West.  WICHE  feels  that  the  internship  program  is 
one  method  for  meeting  its  obligations  within  the  thirteen  western  states. 
In  its  efforts  to  achieve  these  objectives,  WICHE  appreciates  having 
received  the  generous  support  and  assistance  of  the  Economic  Development 
Administration;  the  Jessie  Smith  Noyes  Foundation;  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Humanities;  the  Wyoming  Office  of  Manpower  Planning;  and  of 
innumerable  local  leaders  and  community  organizations,  including  the  agency 
that  sponsored  this  intern  project. 

For  further  information,  write  Bob  Hullinghorst,  Director,  Resources 
Development  Internship  Program,  WICHE,  P.O.  Drawer  'P',  Boulder,  Colorado 
80302  or  call  (303)  492-7177. 

3421451C0C045800: 
1.1C:1276:DL:WICHE:2H354 
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